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To the world with Love 


Christians on the march 



WITH clouds of balloon$, singing and 
sunshine, this year’s March of Jesus in 
Aylesbury had a carnival atmosphere 
when hundreds of men, women and 
children took to the streets on 
September 15 alongside 200,000 Chris- 
tians in cities and towns all over the 
country. Their aim was to pray, to 
publicly proclaim their allegiance to 
Jesus Christ, and to take His love into 


the world. (Picture by Frank Blackwell). 

This year’s One World Week also asks 
Christians to ‘speak up’ for God’s 
world. On page 7 is a list of events for 
the week which Helen Stanton says in- 
vites us “to join in the tradition of the 
prophets, and of Jesus encouraging all 
that helps forward the kingdom, and 
condemning ail that works against it.” 

At St Luke’s tide we also remember 


the Church’s ministry of healing, and 
its message of wholeness of body, mind 
and spirit (page 6 and 8). Jeanne 
Lindley shares her thoughts on growing 
old gracefully (page 18) and there are 
fourteen new deacons to read about and 
celebrate (page 5). All this and a sup- 
plement to help you make up your mind 
about women priests — inside The 
DOOR. 


How they took 
the Good News 
from Bicester 
to Romania 


IT’S a daunting 2,000-mile 
drive from Bicester to Bacau, 
in Romania, but that is where 
a convoy of two lorries, a 
minibus and a van were 
heading on September 15. 
With them went not only 30 
tons of clothes and other 
goods collected by local 
churches, two vicars and a 
party of local Christians, but 
also 30 boxes of Bibles. 

The idea of offering relief to 
Romania came from Mrs Pat 
Chappie of Islip, who accom- 
panied the convoy. It was taken 
up by a group of churches in the 
Bicester and Islip Deanery, and 
a project committee was form- 
ed. It included Major Richard 
Wilkins from the Army’s Royal 
Corps of Transport at Bicester, 
four of whose men volunteered 
to give up two weeks of their 
holiday to act as drivers. 

In ten weeks, a mountain of 
clothing and other goods had 
been collected, but at a briefing 
session almost on the eve of 
departure the Army reported 
some space on one of the lorries. 
Knowing that Bibles are in such 
short supply in Romania, and 
that there i$ a thriving black 


market, they wondered if this 
was a good opportunity to 
deliver some personally. 

It looked like the perfect op- 
portunity, but it also looked like 
mission impossible. After all, 
where do you get a thousand 
Bibles translated into Romanian 
and enough money to pay for 
them within 24 hours. 

However, not only hearts and 
doors put purses opened, too. 
The Bible Society at Swindon 
agreed to supply 30 cases of 
Romanian Bibles at a con- 
siderably reduced price of 
£3,800 provided they were paid 
for within two hours and col- 
lected immediately. 

In less than two hours, 
Richard Thomas, the Diocesan 
Communications Officer, had 
found eight churches whose in- 
cumbents had pledged the 
money needed, and the same 
afternoon the Army had col- 
lected the Bibles and delivered 
them to the Bicester depot. 

“This represents a major act 
of mission and love from 
churches in this Diocese to the 
Churches in Romania,” Richard 
Thomas said. 

(See picture, page 3). 


Careful and 
creative 
investments 
to help build 
a better world 


An oppoitunitv to inve.st 
diixx:tly in iilteimative 
pnxluction and maiketing 
for ™ixl World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
infbimation sheet; 

One Village, 

ChaHbuiy, Oxfbixl 0X7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812866 


At wie village you can 

find ikat bedcovers from 
Andhra Pradesh, batik 
quilt covers from 
Madras, bedside rugs 
from the Himalayas. 

Come and see what 
else you can find. 

onevillag^ 

TheWforldShop ^ 

ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM COOPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 
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BETTER HEALTH PRODUCTS 

offer you a 

BETTER HEALTH SERVICE 

Send for our 

FREE SELF-ASSESSMENT 
HEALTH QUESTIONNAIRE 

If you don't score top marks 

HELP (Herb Enhanced Life Plans) 

IS AT HAND 

Herbal toning and balancing of body systems can bring great 
benefit, as may the purification of tap water for drinking and 
cooking purposes. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 

Our TEN TALENTS TEAM concept may be your passport to 
a more fulfilling future. 

Post the coupon to VITALIFE, 26, Mulberry Green, HARLOW, 
Essex, CM 17 GET, or call (0279) 444820 or 425925 
(24-hour answering service). 


Name 


Please send ... free Health Ouestionnaires 
Water Purification information Pack 
Herbal Remedy Information Pack 
Ten Talents Team information Pack 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Address 


Telephone Number 

Please use 4 >lain paper if you wish to keep your copy of The 
Door intact. 



African and Asian churches invite 
you to share in Christ's mission 


For further information contact: 


ms 

Church Missionary Society 
Overseas Service Department. Partnership House. 
IS7 Waterloo Road. London SEI 8UU Tel; 01-928 8681 


Spirit of the desert 



ing in each. Just because you 
know something on a 
psychological level, it does not 
tell you a thing about what is 
happening simultaneously on the 
spiritual Jevel. So Romeo and 
Juliet on a physical level is a 
matter of hormones; in psycho- 
logical terms it can be explain- 
ed by two adolescents rebelling 
against their parent’s wishes in 
order to find their identity; on 
a spiritual level it is two inno- 
cent deaths that reconcile two 
warring families. All of those 
things are true, on different 
dimensions. Therefore, my two 
roles as chaplain and 
psychotherapist are separate in 
that I know which discipline I 
am tO' focus in, even though I 
may be aware peripherally of 
things gone on at different 
levels. 

On the desert I made a pact 
with myself and with God that 
I would never “defend” Him. 
People who “defend” God must 
feel He is weak enough to need 
it. In fact God actually works 
out His purpose in people’s lives 
in an extraordinary and unpre- 
dictable fashion. But if you try 
to prescribe it, or to double- 
think the way He should act, 
then what you end up doing is 
stopping Him acting because 
you’ve imposed your will by 
what you feel “should” happen. 
So in my ministry I try to be a 
midwife to whatever God is try- 
ing to do in a person’s life even 
if it goes against my preconceiv- 
ed notions. 

The desert is still strong for 
me. It is very much present in 
a psychiatric hospital. I am 
always wary that I’m wasting 
my time unless I’m with people 
who are in the desert. It feels 
like visiting God where He 
lives. If you get too comfortable 
He doesn’t appear very often but 
when you live where there is 
poverty, suffering and death aiKl 
desert then, in fact. He is very 
present. Then if your approach 
is that he may already be bring- 
ing something of value out of a 
difficult situation in life, you 
begin to see the miracles 
which happen around us 
all the time. ^ 

The Revd Beaumont Stevenson 
was ordained a priest in 
Southern Ohio in 1964 where he 
worked with the deaf. After 
working with a Christian Educa- 
tion team in Zambia he came to 
England in 1978 to work at the 
Littlemore Psychiatric Hospital 
near Oxford. For a time he also 
served as part-time Diocesan 
Training Officer and chaplain at 
Keble College. In 1975 he 
qualified at the Institute of 
Group Analysis and now com- 
bines counselling and teaching 
with his ministry as Chaplain at 
Littlemore and War ne ford 
Hospitals. Beau has recently 
been appointed Diocesan Con- 
tinuing Ministerial Education 
Adviser. 


^ WHENI wasabout 13,.I 
had a very powerful con- 
version experience. I was 
just lying in bed about to go to 
sleep, not thinking of anything 
in particular, when a sense of 
overwhelming wonderfiilness 
came across me, and a feeling 
that if I were with God, then no 
matter what happened things 
would be all right. 

But God had always been 
there. When my brother was 
sick with a kidney disease and 
no resistance to illness, my 
family decided to go into 
quarantine themselves rather 
than isolate him. So I lived on 
our 600 acres farm without con- 
tact with anyone but the family 
for about five years being taught 
by my mother. I began to feel 
very close to nature, but also 
developed a thirst for solitude 
that has never left me. 

My brother died when I was 
nine. Even though he was very 
small, he had a very strong faith. 


Beaumont Stevenson 


We had always been aware of 
death because of the animals on 
the farm, and we had talked 
about it. My father was a down- 
to-earth farmer, but when he 
was young his heart had stopped 
and he said that he had a feeling 
of actually leaving his body and 
having a sense of light and sound 
combined. He said it was just a 
very overwhelming experience 
which took away his fear of 
death and we were all helped by 
that. 

Priesthood 

I went on to study medicine at 
university. While I was in a 
zoology laboratory one after- 
noon, I was in the process of 
cutting up a sheep’s eye but un- 
fortunately I had cut it the wrong 
way and was trying to make 
sense of it. The biology lecturer, 
irritated by my slowness, 
shouted at me: “Stevenson, 
have you finished with that 
sheep’s eye yet?” and I replied: 
“Yes sir, it was delicious.” He 
came sauntering over to me and 
said: “I do hope you’re not 
planning to be a doctor, because 
I’m going to take great pleasure 
in failing you on this course.” 
I said: “No, I don’t think .so. 
I’m going to become a priest.” 
Hearing my self say that surpris- 
ed me as I was a Presbyterian at 
that time and they didn’t have 
priests. 

So off I went to the Episco- 


palian Chaplain and I said I was 
interested in going into the 
priesthood. He didn’t even put 
down the newspaper he was 
reading; but spoke to me from 
behind the pages as I remember. 
He just said: “Well many 
people do.” But even after this 
inauspicious beginning I knew 
that the Episcopal Church was 
home and I was supposed to be 
there. When, two years later, I 
told my family that I was going 
to theological college my father 
wasn’t very encouraging. He 
said: “I wouldn’t do it full time 
or you’ll starve to death.” And 
then he took to his bed for three 
daysTo recover from the shock. 

While at Seminary an. Old 
Testament professor said 
something that changed my life. 
He said: “You do realise that if 
you want to know God; there’s 
only one place you can find him, 
and this is in the desert. Jesus 
went to the desert. The Israelites 
went through the desert to find 
Him. Islam was born on the 
desert. In order to see the stars 
clearly you have to go to a place 
that’s dark. If you want to know 
God, you have to go where there 
is nothing around you except 
yourself and God. His presence 
then, becomes very clear.” 

I felt then that I wanted to res- 
pond to this challenge to go to 
the desert. So after I served my 
curacy I asked to be sent there 
and was sent to Zambia. 


1 he Kevd Beaumont Mtevenson 

Sometimes I lived on a mission 
station for a couple of months, 
working on various projects for 
the Diocese, but sometimes I 
camped out in the bush for a 
couple of months at a time and 
I found it exactly as he had said 
it would be. 

While there, I was frightened. 
When alone you see all Ae parts 
of yourself. There is no place to 
run and it was then I had to 
make friends with myself. But 
the important part was that I 
realised somebody was out there 
with me. I felt it very strongly. 
I began not only to find out my 
own identity but the identity of 
the Other (God). This ex- 
perience of God was something 
very primitive in the sense that 
it was overwhelming, powerful 
and not to be messed around 
with. I began to see Him at work 
in my life and in the lives of 
others. I also realised that you 
don’t have to go into the desert 
to be in the desert, that people 
in a psychiatric hospital or fac- 
ing death are in the desert too. 

I think that people have a 
spiritual dimension in their lives 
which actually needs to be 
sorted out as well as a matura- 
tional one. I see psychotherapy 
as basically what Jesus was do- 
ing in the wilderness. It’s about 
wrestling with your “daimon” 
which is something very power- 
ful within you. Either it is a 
chief source of all your pro- 
blems, or you wrestle with it and 
tame it, and it becomes a focus 
of strength. 

I also have a strong feeling 
that psychiatry and theology are 
different dimensions which you 
have to keep separate in order 
to begin to see what is happen- 


Complete Home Catering Service 



Why not entertain your guests in the comfort of 
your own home without having to worry about the 
Preparation, Service or Washing Up. 

We will supply all the crockery, glasses, etc., if 
you desire. 

Our fully qualified Chef will be happy to design a 
menu with you for that Extra Special Evening. 

We also specialise in: 

★ BUFFETS ★ BAR-B-CUES ★ 

★ LUNCHEONS ★ WEDDINGS ★ 

9 Falkland Garth, Wash Common, Newbury, Berks. 
Tel: (0635) 37747 

(24-hour answering service) 


JERSEY LEISURE 
HOLIDAYS 

JERSEY 

1 Late booking specialists 

Book today, depart tomorrow 

All dates, all Autumn/Winter 

By air from your nearest airport 
By ferry or by hydrofoil 

★ SHORT BREAKS AVAILABLE ★ 

FOR BEST VALUE CALL 

0908 271727 

ACCES/VISA ACCEPTED 
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Turbulent priests and the Liberals 


ON the day before the Liberal 
Democrats aired the possibility of a par- 
ty commitment to disestablish the 
Church of England, the Oxford Univer- 
sity Department for External Studies of- 
fered a day school entitled Turbulent 
Priests — the past and present state of 
the Establishment’. 

Vincent Strudwick, Principal of the 
Oxford University Course, spoke on the 
formation of the Establishment in the 
16th century, Nicholas Cranfield offered 
reflections on its development during the 
next three centuries and Dietrich Schuld 
gave us some insights into another 
Church/State relationship, that of Nazi 


Germany. Most of us didn’t realise just 
how closely the Church hierarchy was 
involved with Hitler and the Nazi regime 
writes Canon Strudwick: 

However, there is now way the pre- 
sent English Church Establishment 
could be regarded as Mrs Thatcher’s 
poodle! Bishops have constantly been 
critical of government policies and 
legislation in the House of Lords and 
outside it. In spite of this, Douglas Hurd 
— Foreign Secretary and one of our 
Diocese MPs (for Witney) has said: “We 
need to work together in Church and 
State to rebuild the moral standards and 
values which should form the sure foun- 


dations of a cohesive and united 
nation”. 

So why are the Liberal Democrats 
(sometimes spoken of as the Church of 
England in politics) advocating 
disestablishment? What do they mean 
by the word? We shall see. But political 
interest of this kind illustrates how 
careful one should be in prophecy, for 
in 1960 Anthony Sampson wrote: 
“Disestablishment in the formal sense 
is likely to take place by 1990. The 
possibility that by then no-one will care 
has to be noted . . .”. 

Hmmph. Obviously, some people do. 


Walk in 
the Light 



Walk in the Light is ihe title of 
a Children’s day on Baptism and 
Renewal to be held at Church 
Cowley School on October 27. 

The day, which has been 
organised by the Oxford Branch 
of the Church Union will last 
from 10.30am to 2pm. 

Weather permiting, it is hoped 
that at the end of the day the 
children will walk in procession 
carrying sparklers to the Cowley 
Shopping Centre for a service 
conducted by Peter Weatherby. 
Full details from Father Leonard 
Doolan on 0993 812543. 

Prayer for peace 

A SPECIAL service for peace 
in the Gulf was held at 
Blackfriars in Oxford recently. 
It was arranged by Oxford 
Christians for Peace. 

In his sermon, The Revd Mar- 
tin Flatman, Vicar of SS Mary 
and John Church, Cowley took 
as his text the Gospel story of 
the rich young man: “the story 
is a reminder that money is one 
of the things that creates war. 

However much we condemn 
what Sadam Hussein has done, 
we need to understand why 
many Arabs support him. Once 
again, it looks to them as though 
the rich west is getting upset 
about its oil supplies. If we real- 
ly want to pray for peace, we 
must try to understand 
something of the despair of the 
poorer nations of the world. ’’ he 
said. 


IN BRIEF 


Prisoners’ Week this year 
(November 12-18) reminds us of 
the criminals who were crucified 
along with Jesus, and challenges 
us not to pass by, shake our 
heads or hurl insults. We are 
asked to stop and think how we 
punish and treat law-breakers. 

A leaflet offering a pro- 
gramme for daily thought and 
prayer during the week is 
available from Prisoners’ Week, 
189a Old Brompton Road, Lon- 
don SW5 OAR. 


Sound in the City is the theme 
of this year’s Church Urban 
Fund Week beginning on 
September 20. 


Apologies to everyone at the 
Holy Family Church, Blackbird 
Leys. The bottom photograph 
which appeared in The Door on 
page 13 last month was the Or- 
thi^ox Church of the Holy 
Trinity, and not the Holy Fami- 
ly Church. 


Breath of life for 
rural ministry 


FAITH in. the Countryside, the 
new report published by the Ar- 
chbishop’s Commission on 
Rural Areas (ACORA) has been 
welcomed in the Diocese. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Rt Revd Anthony Russell, who 
is a member of the Commission, 
said: “Until now, the central 
axis of this Diocese has been 
through the urban communities 
of Milton Keynes, Slough and 
Reading. This report raises the 
profile of the rural church and 
its ministry.’’ 

Faith in the Countryside was 
based on two years’ independent 
research in country parishes, 
some in this Diocese. The result 
is an in-depth portrait of the 
social, economic and spiritual 
life of rural England. 

Following the pattern set by 
Faith in the City which raised 
the profile of urban deprivation. 
Faith in the Countryside is set 
against a background of declin- 
ing agriculture, a deteriorating 
environment and a shortage of 
cheap housing. It paints a pic- 
ture of country living which is 
far from idyllic. 

Faith in the Countryside *s 
recommendations — 48 of them 
directed to the government, and 
100 to the Church — include 
proposals for: 

• Local authorities to provide 
more houses to rent. 

• A co-ordinated transport 
policy to connect all set- 
tlements of more than 1 ,000 
people. 

• Payments to farmers who 
create opportunities for the 
community’s enjoyment of 
rural areas (eg: by creating 
new rights of way). 

• A critical review of pro- 
gramme to close hospital 
services. 

• Exploration and promotion of 
the place of teenagers in the 
life of the Church. 

• Enquiry into reasons for 
declining number of ordina- 
tion candidates. 


• Review of clergy pay and an- 
nual honorarium of £2,000 
for clergy wives who act as 
‘unpaid parish assistants’. 

• Training opportunities in the 
Diocese for church school 
governors. 

Commenting on the report, 
the Revd Peter Bugg, Vicar of 
Brill and Diocesan Agricultu- 
ral Rural Chaplain said: “The 
recommendations of the 
ACORA report will help breath 
new life into the rural com- 
munities, and should encourage 
both government and Church, to 
examine ways of keeping village 
and rural areas alive. 

“The Commission’s recogni- 
tion that this must be done 
through an integrated approach 
is particularly welcome. Its sup- 
port for local schools, shops, 
post offices and small business 
will get an enthusiastic response, 
and its weight behind affordable 
homes for village people will, I 
hope, prompt government local- 
ly and nationally into providing 
the necessary legislation and 
money needed to release land 
and make this option more wide- 
ly available. 

Restructuring 

“Where I feel that the report 
is less positive, is in its recom- 
mendations directed towards the 
Church itself. Its tentative sug- 
gestion of incorporating NSMs 
and Readers into local ministry 
needs much more encourage- 
ment. The affirmation of sup- 
port for the ‘parochial pattern of 
ministry’ is all very well in a few 
privileged south-east villages, 
but in the vast .majority of 
parishes this pattern is dying on 
its feet, and in some places a 
complete restructuring for mis- 
sion and ministry is required.’’ 

He particularly criticised the 
proposal that clergy should 
“lead no more than two major 
services in addition to an early 
said service’’. Peter Bugg said: 
“It is laughable. How many 


more can we get in? What about 
the afternoon and evening!’’ 
But on the whole he welcom- 
ed Faith in the Countryside: 
“There is something for every 
rural parish and church to con- 
sider, and really it’s up to us in 
rural areas to take up the ap- 
propriate recommendations and 
hope we can get good support 
from the Church and the 
Government.’’ 


Clergy at the 
lock gates 

“THE clergy are the gatekeepers’’, said Canon Christopher Hall, 
the new Diocesan Co-ordinator for Christian Concern for One 
World, at a CCOW Workshop on September 15. He said: “They 
are valves on the pipeline, and if the pipeline is closed, no-one 
downstream will get the message’’. 

He hoped for the recruitment 


Howzat! 

THE Oxford Diocesan Cricket 
Team has done it again. Victory 
over Rochester brought the team 
the Church Times Cup for the 
second year running. 

Rochester won the toss and 
elected to bat in a match reduc- 
ed to 45 overs. They were pinn- 
ed down by some tight bowling 
and fielding, and at lunch had 
notched up only 51 for 6 off 33 
overs. They came back fighting, 
but never managed to regain the 
initiative. They closed at 1 16 for 
7. 

A splendid second-wicket 
partnership between Weston and 
Mitra took Oxford to the brink 
of victory, which was finally 
gained by 8 wickets. Munna 
Mitra won Man of the Match for 
his magnificent batting. Al- 
though not a great match for the 
spectator, Oxford was thrilled to 
retain the Cup. 

Final scores: Rochester 1 16-7 
(Jones 46, Wingfield-Digby 
3-49, Samway s 4-57). Oxford 
119-2 in 26.3 overs (Mitra 58 
n.o., Weston 27, Wingfield- 
Digby 17 n.o.) 


of a CCOW contact in each 
parish, to whom the incumbent 
could pass information. Topics 
could, he suggested, be fed into 
Sunday intercessions and parish 
magazines. 

The workshop at Aylesbury 
Methodist Church was in 
preparation for One World 
Week (October 21-28). The 18 
participants came from ail over 
the Diocese, and included three 
Methodists and one member of 
the United Reformed Church. 
Groups of three or four were 
asked to comment on cartoons 
depicting different aspects of 
world poverty or the environ- 
ment, and these discussions 
threw up the immense dif- 
ficulties of raising a real 
awareness of poverty issues. 

The concluding session was 
led by Canon Hall, who put for- 
ward ideas for action during One 
World Week ranging from the 
very simple to the more am- 
bitious. He described the wide 
variety of resources available, 
including ideas for worship. 

Pamela Parsons 
Amersham Deanery 
Co-ordinator 


Lorries for Romania 



With a last look at the map 
and a revving of engines, a 
convoy carrying relief supplies 
and Bibles starts out on the 
2,000-mile journey from 
Bicester to Romania. With 
them went the Revd John 
Evans, Vicar of Ambrosden, 
and the Revd Mike Stokes 
from Chesterton and a group 
of local Christians. Story in 
full on page 1. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


The parable of Sebastian 


IN 1976, Sebastian first met up with Oxfam when 
it ran a Charity shop. He wanted to help people 
dying of hunger, help give them food, cash and 
clothing. 

In 1979, he began to see that giving people 
things in their hunger as not an answer. Indeed, 
in some ways it made things worse. What he 
needed was concern for Development, to help 
people feed themselves. 

In 1982, he was shaken when he realised that 
the people who harvested the coffee he drank 
every day were themselves near starvation, and 
the man who mined the tin, in which the coffee 
came, earned £7 a month in a Bolivian tin mine 
and warded off hunger by chewing coc§ leaves. 
Sevastian stopped talking about Charity and 
started talking of Justice, 

In 1985, he came to see that the injustice done 
against so many destitute people was not merely 
inequity between groups of people in the world. 
He came to sfee it as Structural Injustice — that 


it is the very economic and social structures which 
work profound injustice against the destitute, and 
that we are all involved in such structures, 
whether we like it or not. 

In 1988, Sebastian moved to a further level of 
response. People hungered not just for more 
money, food or health, but for life and freedom. 
"They had been treated so long as the object of 
others’ decisions, that they had lost the spiritual 
ability to say: “I matter, I will stand up and shape 
the world.’’ He then understood that the Good 
New for the Poor is Liberation, 

This year, Sebastian came to see that he, Sebas- 
tian, was a child of his time. However much he 
gave of his money, time or understanding, his 
fundamental response had to be Conversion, an 
about-turn in how he himself lived his life.’’ 
jrom an original parable 
by Thomas Cullinan OSB 
contributed by 'Canon Christopher Hall, 
Diocesan Coordinator of Christian Concern 
for One World. 


FUNERAL COSTS 

In 1976 the price ofa modest funeral was i 166. The same 
service today is likely to cost over £800. No-one knows 
what the cost will be in 5, 10 or 20 years time. 

But with a CHOSEN HERITAGE funeral plan, for as little 
as £575, or 60 monthly payments of £ 1 1 .50, you will be 
guaranteed the complete service of your choice, no 
matter when it is needed. And by making firm 
arrangements now you will help your family to avoid 
difficult decisions about the type of service required. 
These are not insurance policies but simply a way to plan 
ahead — for your own peace of mind and to help others. 

CUSTODIAN TRUSTEE: BARCLAYS BANK PLC 
Send for further details to: Recommended 


CHOSEN HERITAGE LTD 
FREEPOST, 

EAST GRINSTEAD, 

RH19 IZA 
or ring 

FREEPHONE 
0800 525 555 




ckomOleriU 

.limited: 


Please send me a brochure. I understand this service 
is completely confidential, with no obligation. 


Name: 

Address: 


Post Code: . 
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The tennis court 
of the future? 



STOP PLAYING TENNIS ON HARD OFFENSIVE COURTS WHICH PLAY 
TOO FAST AND TOO SLIPPERY 

BERGO IS A UNIQUE MAINTENANCE FREE COURT SYSTEM WHICH 
PLAYS WITH MODERATE PACE AND IS SOFT AND COMFORTABLE 
WET AND DRY 

^ DON’T MAKE JUST A COSMETIC CHANGE, RESURFACE WITH A BERGO 
SYSTEM THAT INCREASES PERFORMANCE, PLEASURE AND SAFETY. 
LEASING PROGRAMMES ARE AVAILABLE 

THE DAVID LLOYD RACQUET CLUB AT HESTON AND THE 
VANDERBILT CLUB OF LONDON ARE AMONG OTHERS WHO HAVE 
RECENTLY CHOSEN THIS NEW COURT SYSTEM 

Playon construct new tennis courts, refurbish existing ones and provide complete 
maintenance, fencing and line re-making services. 

Local Authority-approved. 

For a FREE site survey, written estimate, customer references, telephone Bryn Strudwick 
on 0420 477300 or 0836 378388 (car) 

Or write to: 

TENNIS COURT AND IjIULTI-SPORT 

SURFACES 

The Playon Group, 

54, Woodside Park, 

Bordon, Hampshire GU35 OHF 
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Michaelmas Ordinands 


Long road to Cowley 


WAZIR Chand has travelled a very long way on 
the road to his ordination as a deacon on 
September 30 at Witney. As a boy in India he 
had to walk many miles each day to school, and 
later he worked hard in a variety of jobs to pay 
for his course at a teacher training college. 

Once in England in 1963, he settled first in 
Wandsworth in London, where he was involved 
in forming an Asian Christian Fellowship, which 
on special occasions drew visitors from all over 
the country. In 1977 he moved to Oxford with 
his wife and their five children, and worked on 
the assembly line at the Cowley motor works. 

Once again he soon became involved with the 
Asian community and ten years later when he 


took early retirement, he helped to set up a 
pastoral and advice centre at St Luke’s Church 
to serve their needs. 

In January last year, Wazir’s long-standing 
pastoral ministry was formally recognised, when 
the Bishop of Oxford commissioned him as the 
Community Worker for Cowley and he will serve 
his title in the same parish. 

At Easter this year Wazir Chand assisted at the 
baptism of his daughter-in-law, Mrs Shir Lata 
Chand (see photo, right). A Hindu by upbring- 
ing, she was baptised by Father Keith Hay don 
(right). Team Rector of St James', Cowley, by 
total immersion at John Bunyan Baptist Church. 
Photo by Christopher Love. 



Pat Johns 

PAT began her distinguished career 
in Cheltenham,^ after training at 
Cambridge. The next six years were 
spent at home with her children, 

Paul and Sarah. Following the death 
of her husband in 1965, she return- 
ed to teaching at St Albans High 
School were she became head of 
mathematics. In 1975 she moved 
north to spend five exciting years as 
Senior Mistress at the famous Gor- 
donstoun School. 

Pat moved to the Oxford Diocese 
in 1980, when she became Head- 
mistress of St Mary's School in 
Wantage, where she is looking for- 
ward to serving as an NSM. 

Vernon Ball 

VERNON i^ a Lancashire lad, who 
was born and grew up in Southport. 
After completing an engineering ap- 
prenticeship and national service 
with the RAF, he worked for the 
health service as an engineer in 
Southport and Narborough, 
Leicestershire. Later, he and his 
wife Stevie spent several years in 
public house management before 
moving to Banbury. Since 1973 Ver- 
non has worked on the maintenance 
staff of the National Westminster 
Bank Staff College at Heythrop. 

Vernon trained on the Oxtora 
Ministry Course and will serve as an 
NSM attached to the Banbury Team 
Ministry. 

Michael Rigby 

MICHAEL is the second of seven 
children, and has spent most of his 
life literally on the wing, first in the 
RAF and later as a civil airline pilot. 

He lived in the Middle East for four 
years where he gained a valuable in- 
sight into the problems of poverty in 
India. He took a personal interest in 
a number of orphanages and one of 
Mother Teresa’s homes in Bombay. 

He is now a flying instructor at Kidl- 
ington, Oxforcf. 

Most of Michael's theological 
training took place in Gloucester but 
he will serve his title in the Shill 
Valley United Benefice, where he 
already helps as a Reader. 


Stephen Lambert 

STEPHEN is the son of a Surrey 
dairy farmer who helped found the 
Southwark Ordination Course. He 
read Theology at Cambridge, but 
went on to qualify as a chartered 
surveyor and is now the partner in 
charge of the Oxford office of 
Knight Frank and Rutley, the estate 
agents. His wife Jane runs their 
sheep farming enterprise at 
Chastleton. They have three 
daughters. 

Stephen is keenly interested in the 
countryside, in field sports and in 
conservation. He will serve as a 
Minister in Secular Employment, 
principally in the United Benefice 
where he lives. 

Phoebe Swart-Russell 

PHOEBE was born in Cape Town, 

South Africa, where she read 
Philosophy, Psychology and 
Religious Studies at university. 

Then, while studying for a Master’s 
degree in Theology, she taught part- 
time in the Religious Studies Depart- 
ment. After marrying in 1982, she 
and her husband spent three years in 
Oxford, he reading law on a Rhodes 
Scholarship and she researching for 
her D.Phil before returning to Cape 
Town in 1985. 

In 1987, the couple returned to 
England in conscientious objection 
to military conscription in South 
Africa. They have two children. 

Pheobe will serve full-time in The 
Riverside Benefice. 







Diocese harvests 


a vintage crop 

AN estate agent, a headmistress and a flying instructor are 
among the vintage crop of new deacons due to be ordained 
on September 30 by the Bishops of Buckingham and Dor- 
chester in simultaneous services in Buckingham and Witney. 
It will be the first ordination to be held in Buckingham for 
more than a century. 

The majority of candidates have followed the Oxford 
Ministry Course and will continue to work in secular employ- 
ment as non-stipendiary ministers (NSMs). 

Among the deacons to be ordained priest by the Bishop 
of Oxford at Christ Church Cathedral on the same day is 
William Pryor, who has been a deacon in North Oxford for 
15 years. Ordained with him will be: Ivor Cornish (Aston 
Clinton, Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp), Tom Hewson 
(Chinnor), John Lewis (St John the Evangelist, Newbury), 
Martin Partridge (Wargrave), Christopher Tadman-Robins 
(Fulbrook near Burford), John Vellacot (Cholsey), and Allan 
Woods (United Benefice of West Wycombe). 

Your prayers are asked for all the new priests and deacons, 
and also for Christine Allsop (Caversham and 
Mapledurham), Sylvia Bareham (North l^igh) and Christine 
Stirling (Thame) who were ordained deacons at Michaelmas 
last year. 


Brian Blackshaw 

BRIAN spent eight years employed 
in the computer industry. Then, 16 
years ago he changed direction to 
become a management consultant, 
mainly working for financial institu- 
tions. His wife Patsy is a medical 
practitioner, and with their three 
daughters, Hilary, Emily and Felici- 
ty they live in Hyde Heath, Bucks. 

Until quite recently, Brian’s main 
sporting interest was judo. But this 
has recently given way to a passion 
for downhill skiing. He also enjoys 
birdwatching, riding, reading and 
appreciates music, particularly Baro- 
que, pre-Baroque and English lute 
music. Brian will serve at St Mary’s, 

Amersham. 

John Edmunds-Seal 

JOHN has spent most of his work- 
ing life in Oxford as Consultant 
Anaesthetist in the Central Oxford 
Hospitals, based at the Nuffield 
Department of Anaesthetics in the 
Radcliffe Infirmary. He is particular- 
ly interested in support and counsell- 
ing within the National Health 
Service among trainees and qualified 
medics. John is married to Pam and 
they have three children, Louise, 
Robert and Juliet. He enjoys gentle 
cycling, reading social history, par- 
ticularly politics and the welfare 
state, playing the piano (in private!) 
and is a keen chef. 

John is reader in St Aldate’s, Ox- 
ford, where he will continue to serve. 

Ron Bundock 

RON was brought up in the 
Midlands but met his wife Judith in 
Yorkshire, at Leeds University 
where he was a mechanical 
engineering student. From Leeds, 
they moved to Shrewsbury where 
Ron took up a job for Rolls Royce. 

Six years later the family moved to 
Buckingham. Since then Ron has 
been involved in the design and 
building of test machines for diesel 
injection equipment, and is now 
Chief Mechanical Engineer for 
Leslie Hartridge, a subsidiary of 
Lucas. 

Ron and Judith, who have three 
sons, still live in Buckingham where 
Ron will serve as a Minister in 
Secular Employment. 





Ruth Green 

RUTH, originally from Bristol, 
trained as a music teacher at Rolle 
College, Exmouth. She has taught 
in schools in Milton Keynes, Lon- 
don and Bedford where she was 
Head of Music at Hastingsbury 
Comprehensive School. 

Ruth worships at St Andrew’s 
Church, part of Stantonbury 
Ecumenical Parish, where she is 
also organist. Ruth grew up as part 
of a Methodist family but became an 
Anglican on moving to Milton 
Keynes, valuing the sacramental 
aspect of worship. She enjoys being 
a part of a growing, ecumenical 
parish like Stantonbury and will 
serve her title there. 

Norman Dick 

NORMAN moved from Edinburgh, 
his birth place, to Oxford at an ear- 
ly age and has lived in the Diocese 
ever since. He left Magdalen Col- 
lege School in 1948, and joined the 
Midland Bank with whom he spent 
the next forty years in branches 
throughout the Thames Valley and 
West London. Since his retirement 
last year, Norman has been work- 
ing for the Church Missionary 
Society. He married Yvonne in 1957 
and they have three married sons and 
two grandsons. 

Norman will serve as an NSM in 
his home parish of Bedgrove, and 
with the chaplaincy team at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital. 

Hopwood 

ADRIAN is a biologist working in 
the field of water pollution control, 
with particular emphasis on in- 
dustrial effluent. He has worked 
overseas as well as undertaking a 
wide variety of work at home in 
research, consultancy and industry. 

Adrian is married to Evelyn and 
their daughter has recently been 
blessed with a grand-daughter. They 
have lived in Amersham for the last 
19 years. 

Adrian trained on the Oxford 
Ministry Course, and is looking for- 
ward to serving in the parish of St 
Leonard, Chesham Bois, and as a 
Minister in Secular Employment in 
the water pollution control industry. 


Biggar 

NIGEL, a Scot, was educated in 
England from the age of 13. After 
reading Modern History at 
Worcester College, Oxford, he spent 
six years in North America study- 
ing theology at Regent College, 
Vancouver and the University of 
Chicago. In 1982 he married Ginny 
his American wife. 

Since returning to England in 1985 
Nigel has been librarian at Latimer 
House, researching into Christian 
ethics. He is also Assistant Lecturer 
in Christian Ethics at Wycliffe Hall 
and a member of the Faculty of 
Theology at the University of Ox- 
ford. This month he becomes 
Chaplain at Oriel College. 

Colin Saunders 

COLIN has a long association with 
the Diocese. Born in Taplow, 

Berkshire, he lived as a boy in 
Cookham and went to school in 
Maidenhead. After studying Classics 
at Oxford, his long teaching career 
took him to Sevenoaks, Scotland, 

Cheltenham, Malvern and eventual- 
ly back to Radley College, near Ox- 
ford, after officially retiring three 
years ago. Colin married Carol in 
1958 and they have two children, Ian 
(29) and Ruth (26). 

Colin has enjoyed 25 years as a 
Reader but says: “The needs of our 
parish challenged me to offer for or- 
dination.” He will serve his title in 
Cassington. 



Nigel 





Adrian 
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HEALING: 


A little-known ministry 


I ALWAYS feel slightly embarrassed when 
clergy say to me: “I understand you are 
involved in the healing ministry. Would 
you agree to come and tdk to us about it?" 
1 say “embarrassed", because who am I 
to go as a kind of expert to talk to those 
who presumably know even less than I do 
about Christ’s healing power? Indeed, I 
sometimes feel an apt reply would be 
“Yes, I will gladly do so. I understand you 
are involved in spreading the Gospel. 
Would you agree to come and talk to us 
about that?" 

I put it like this, because while every 
clergyman, and hopefully every Christian, 
accepts it as their duty to spread the faith, 
it seems that any thought of healing the sick 
is very remote on the list of priorities of 
most of them. 

Happily, during this century there does 
seem to be an increased awareness of the 
power to heal in Christ’s name. My own 
limited experience began in the 1950s, 
through meeting Wallace Bird at St 
Mark’s, Kennington, and Dorothy Kerin 


at Burrswood. Nobody who knew them 
could doubt the truth of their witness to the 
remarkable healings that occurred. 

So much has developed since then, with 
centres of healing in various parts of the 
country, and even more important, many 
parishes where the healing ministry is con- 
sidered a normal part of the work of the 
Church. I have been fortunate enough to 
see this ministry develop in my own parish, 
and to work from time to time at the Divine 
Healing Mission’s Headquarters at 
Crowhurst. As a result of this I am often 
asked to speak to parishes on this subject. 

What surprises me is how little is still 
known about this ministry, even by those 
who invite me, and presumably even less 
is known by the many who do not enquire 
at all. Maybe there is a lack of expectation 
that God can work today as Christ did in 
His life on earth, and of course, if there 
is no expectation, nothing can happen. 

Also, clergy may feel that they have so 
much on their plates already that this would 


be one more burden. And what if nothing 
happened anyhow? Certainly one would 
like to see more frequent healings, yet these 
do occur, and as faith increases, more can 
happen. Also, if the Church’s record is ex- 
amined, we are not very successful in 
spreading the Gospel. Yet we don’t stop 
trying because of that! 

Those of us who are involved in the heal- 
ing ministry so often find that in this way 
the Gospel is indekl being preached, so that 
whether bodies, minds or spirits are made 
whole, Christ’s commands to preach the 
gospel and heal the sick are being obeyed. 
Surely we shall see greater things than 
these. 

John Stanton 
The Revd John Stanton has been involved 
in the healing ministry for nearly 40 years. 
He is a former headmaster of BlundelTs 
School, and from 1959-71 was Rector of 
Chesham Bois. Though semi-retired and 
living in Oxford, he regularly takes Sun- 
day services in various churches and also 
works at Crowhurst from time to time. 


How we focus 
God’s power 
of ‘wholeness’ 


St Luke’s Day 
(October 18) 

Some other centres for 
Christian healing 

Burrswood, Groombridge, near Tun- 
bridge Wells, Kent. Tel: 0892 863637. 
Peaceful residential home of healing 
founded in 1948 by Dorothy Kerin, a 
pioneer in Christian healing, after her 
own healing. Retreat house, short-stay 
nursing home. Centres on the treatment 
of the whole person. Services for heal- 
ing in the Church of Christ the Healer in 
the grounds on Thursdays at 1 1 .30am and 
Saturdays and Sundays at 3.30pm. 

Harnhill Centre for Christian Heal- 
ing, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 
5PX. Tel: 0285 850283. Warden: The 
Revd Hugh Kent. Hous&l in a 16th cen- 
tury manor house adjoining a Norman 
church, Harnhill opened in 1986 and is 
arleardy established as an important cen- 
tre for Christian healing and teaching 
Residential for those seeking healing, 
counselling or prayer or on courses. Also 
day courses and counselling for non- 
residents. A series of six day courses on 
'Healing in the Power of the Holy 
Spirit” starts on October 13 when the 
Revd David Flagg from Burrswood will 
concentrate on “Healing and the 
Sacraments of the Church”. Regular ser- 
vices of Christian healing are held on 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm and on Fridays at 
10.30am to which all are welcome. En- 
quiries to the Booking Secretary. 

The London Healing Mission, 20 
Dawson Place. London W2 4TJ (nearest 
tube station is Notting Hill Gate). Tel: 
071-229 3641 . Run by the missioner, the 
Revd Andy Arbuthnot and his wife, the 
Mission is supported by 600 intercessors 
who pray daily for its ministry of heal- 
ing. It has been established for more than 
50 years, and offers counselling and 
prayer either on an appointment basis or 
at the weekly healing services held on 
Thursdays at 1 1 . 15am and 7. 15pm. You 
can also write in With requests for prayer, 
and there is a telephone ministry. 

Many churches within the Diocese 
hold regular healing services some of 
which are regularly advertised in What’s 
On on the back page. Hospital chaplains 
also play an important part in the ministry 
of healing. There is a list of their names 
in the Oxford Diocesan Year Book, 1990 
or contact the Secretary of the Hospital 
Chaplains Fellowship, The Revd D. 
Crawley at Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 5TY. Tel: 0296 
61 2006. 



I HAVE been running a monthly 
healing service at Fingest 
Church for four years. The at- 
tendance has been* small. 
Anywhere between six and 14. 
The population of the area serv- 
ed by the six churches of the 
Hambleden Valley Group of 
Churches does not exceed 
3,500. The monthly service is a 
group service for the whole 
valley, and is also attended by 
people from other parishes. 

I have used the services ap- 
proved by the General Synod, 
published in the Service book. 
The Ministry to the Sick — 
Authorised Alternative Services. 
The form of Service I have us- 
ed has been the “Laying on of 
Hands with Prayer, and Anoin- 
ting, at the Holy Communion." 
We add an extended period of 
intercession for the sick. I keep 
a list of the seriously ill, and 
members of the congregation are 
invited to add prayers for peo- 
ple they know who are ill. 

Total faith 

I was pressed into the laying 
on of hands and anointing by 
a parishioner who thought it was 
something we ought to be doing. 
Having not done this before, I 
found it difficult to get started. 
Total faith was the only ap- 
proach I could manage. I tell pa- 
tients that I do not consider 
myself a healer, but I now 
believe it is part of the job of a 
parish priest to provide a ser- 
vice, at regular intervals, of the 
Laying on of Hands and the 
Anointing, in the context of Ho- 
ly Communion. 

Jesus suffered and died show- 
ing us the character of God. The 
wholeness of creation hidden in 
Jesus in his human life, suffer- 
ing, and death became com- 
pletely open and revealed in his 
Resurrection and taken into 
heaven at the Ascension. At the 
Ascension, our perfected 
humanity, the “first fruits" of 


creation, was taken into heaven 
by Jesus. In his resurrected body 
the wounds were healed and 
only scars remained. 

The sacramental words for the 
laying on of hands are: (the 
words in italics are added by 
me) “Owr Lord Jesus Christ 
commanded that we lay our 
hands on the sick that they be 
healed. I lay my hands on you 
N, May almighty God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, make you 
whole in body, mind and spirit, 
give you light and peace, and 
keep you in life eternal, and fill 
you with his love, his joy and his 
peace. “And for the anointing" 
N, may our heavenly Father 
make you whole in body and 
mind, and grant you the inward 
anointing of his Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of strength and joy and 
peace." 

Gift of peace 

I explain that peace is 
wholeness. The oil of anointing 
being olive oil is symbolic of the 
olive branch and dove in the 
story of Noah. “Peace" on his 
resurrected lips suggests to me 
the gift of wholeness, which 
begins now and takes us through 
suffering and death into resur- 
rection and ascension into 
heaven where all is drawn into 
perfection. 

I teach people that the sacra- 
ment of healing is a focus of all 
the healing that comes from the 
skill and dedication of the 
medical profession, the love and 
care of the family and friends 
and the prayers of the Church. 
God works in the world he 
created by drawing all things 
and all people out of the power 
and fear of sin, suffering and 
death into perfection by his in- 
vincible love of which a sacra- 
ment is the outward and visible 
sign. 

Paul Nicholson 
The Revd Paul Nicholson is 
Vicar of Turville Heath, Henley. 


A centre for Divine healing 


EARLY in 1920 the Revd John 
Maillard visited the home of 
Mrs Jaynie Lightfoot in St 
Giles’, Oxford, to talk to the 
prayer group meeting there 
about the Church’s Ministry of 
Healing. Mrs Lightfoot’s hus- 
band was Bursar of Corpus 
Christi college, and she was 
deeply involved in the work of 
The Divine Healing Mission, 
which had been founded in 1905 
by a remarkable layman, James 
Moore Hickson, whose un- 


doubted healing gift had been 
dedicated to work in the Church. 

Mr Hickson was in India on 
a worldwide healing mission and 
John Maillard was spokesman 
for The Divine Healing Mission. 
Mrs Lightfoot led the healing 
prayer group at St Michael at the 
North Gate Church in Oxford 
where, later, healing services 
were started during the incum- 
bancy of the Revd Charles 
Gardner in 1926. 

The close links between the 


THE TYNDALE LECTURE 
1990 

This year the church in Tyndale Road 
has invited Mr H. Twelves to look at 
the beliefs that Tyndale had 400 
years ago and to consider how 
important they are to us now. 

THE CAUSE THAT TYNDALE DIED FOR 
IS IT RELEVANT TODAY? 

Wednesday 1 7th October at 8pm 

The Christadelphian Hall 
Tyndale Road 
St Clements, Oxford 

WHY NOT COME ALONG 


BlZZl 

KIVITS 

Knitting and Sewing 
Machines for 
professional and 
personal service and 
advice. 

Spares, accessories and 
repairs. Yams for machine 
and hand knitters 

ALL YOUR 
HABERDASHERY 
EMBROIDERY AND 
TAPESTRY NEEDS 

60 NORTH STREET, 
BICESTER 

(A41 Banbury-Aylesbury Road) 

TEL: (0869) 253265 


Church and The Divine Healing 
Mission have continued and 
many of the pioneers of the heal- 
ing ministry have been pleased 
to come to conduct services and 
conferences there. 

When Canon George Bennett 
was appointed Director of the 
Mission he also became Warden 
of the Home of Healing at 
Crowhurst in Sussex, the mis- 
sion’s headquarters. This is a 
place of peace and healing, 
where guests can visit for a 
week or a fortnight in the year. 


beginners and two “continua- 
tion" courses. 

The Home was founded in 
1928 by The Revd Howard 
Cobb, who had been Vicar of 
Mill Hill. Mr Cobb had invited 
Mr Hickson to conduct a heal- 
ing mission in Mill Hill, but 
became critically ill before it 
could take place. Instead Mrs 
Cobb called Mr Hickson to 
minister to her husband while 
the congregation gathered in 
church to pray. Mr Cobb made 
a good recovery, and felt called 



The Harnhill Centre for Christian Healing. See column 1. 


The Warden, the Revd Ray 
Jones, RN, and the chaplain, the 
Revd John Wilson, are ex- 
perienced in all aspects of the 
healing ministry. Crowhurst is 
also a teaching centre for th§ 
healing ministry, with six 
teaching courses each year, with 
specialist speakers: two for 
clergy and doctors, two for lay 


promoting the healing ministry 
in the Church. He advertised the 
living of Mill Hill in exchange 
for a small country parish with 
a large vicarage, and so came to 
Crowhurst. 

At first he combined his work 
in the Home with that of parish 
priest, but soon gave full time 
to healing the sick in the name 
of the Lord. The small chapel he 


founded in the Home is in daily 
use, as is The Chapel of Christ’s 
Glory, which was built in the 
1960s. Two “open" healing 
services are held each week, and 
are supported by people from 
the surrounding area. Many 
workers in ‘the front line', 
teachers, social workers, doc- 
tors and clergy, come as guests 
to this place of peace. 

The Divine Healing Mission 
has a network of Area Represen- 
tatives in this country, and a net- 
work of Intercessors who pray 
for the healing of the sick, and 
for the work of the Church’s 
Ministry of Healing. Our Presi- 
dent is Bishop Morris Mad- 
docks. Adviser on the Healing 
Ministry to the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York. 

Isobella Johnston 


Mrs Isobella Johnston is the 
Area Representative for the 
Divine Healing Mission in this 
area and is also a Trustee and 
a member of the Management 
Committee. The Mission *s head- 
quarters at Crowhurst is both a 
home of Christian healing offer- 
ing counselling and ministry and 
a resource and teaching centre 
providing introductory and ad- 
vanced courses on the healing 
ministry to clergy, members oj 
the medical profession and in- 
terested laity. There are daily 
services and intercessions for the 
sick. Full details from The Old 
Rectory, Crowhurst, Near Bat- 
tle, Sussex TN33. Telephone: 
042483 204. 

TN33. Telephone: 042483 204. 
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Speak UP 
for tomorrow's 
world 


AT a recent Sixth Form con- 
ference, 1 asked the par- 
ticipants to name the human 
rights that they felt were of 
most importance. High on the 
list came the right to freedom 
of speech, without which these 
young women felt that there 
was no guard against society 
developing in an undesirable 
way. For them, speaking up 
and speaking out were central 
to establishing the sort of 
world they wanted. 

Speaking up, and speaking 
out, have long been part of the 
Judean-Christian tradition. 
Prophets such as Amos felt 
compelled by God to speak up 
for the poor, and to speak out 
against the injustices practis- 
ed against them: ‘‘For crime 
after crime of Israel I will 
grant them no reprieve ... they 
grind the heads of the poor in- 
to the earth and thrust the 
humble out of the way (Amos 
2:6). 

Jesus, too, was one who 
spoke up, proclaiming the 
Kingdom of God, calling for 
repentance. So often we read 
of him standing up for, and 
taking action on behalf of, 
those condemned or margin- 
alised by society: the tax col- 
lector, the woman taken in 
adultery, the lepers. 

This year’s One World 
Week theme Speak Up for 
Tomorrow's World, invites us 
to consider what we want the 
world to be like, and to play 
our part in taking responsibli- 
ty for the establishment of that 
world. This may involve an in- 



creasing conunitment to given 
issues; to learning about how 
lack of respect for the environ- 
ment has long term detrimen- 
tal effects. It may therefore 
involve speaking out, for ex- 
ample, for the use of retur- 
nable bottles, or public 
transport. 

Whatever is involved for us 
as individuals, we are being in- 
vited to join in the tradition of 
the prophets and of Jesus, and 
encouraging all that helps for- 
ward the Kingdom, and con- 
demning all that works against 
it. 

St Teresa’s words, “Christ 
has no body upon earth but 
yours,” are familiar. Perhaps 
this One World Week may re- 
mind us that we are also the 
voice of Christ to our society 
and our world. 

Helen Stanton 
Helen is the Area Secretary for 
Christian aid in Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire. Tel: 0865 251222. 


One World Week 


ONE World Week, October 
21-28, now in its 13th year, was 
started by the Churches Com- 
mittee of the World Develop- 
ment Movement to coincide 
with United Nations Day on Oc- 
tober 24. It offers Christians the 
chance to celebrate the unity of 
all people under God, but it is 
also a chance to explore the 
issues at a deeper level and work 
together for change. 

But if you want to SPEAK 
UP, how do you go about it? 
You could get a copy of Speak 
UF, the study action guide pro- 
duced by One World Week. It’s 
full of useful event ideas and 
suggestions, a page of logos, 
outlines for meetings and 
workshops, advice on publicity 
and worship ideas, and will 
generally help you get your 
voice heard. 

Suggestions include: 

• A Quotations Quiz, which 
makes a good opening event and 
can be held indoors (an impor- 
tant consideration in late Oc- 
tober!). 

• The role of beans in the 
democratic process. An exciting 
outdoor event tried and tested 
last year in another diocese. 

• The Prayer Tree. A lovely 
addition to your regular service. 
Draw (or cut out) a large leafless 
tree and enough leaves to give 
everyone a set (of say four). As 
people arrive ask them to write 
their own prayers on the leaves. 

Speak UP costs 50p from One 
World Week, PO Box 100, 
London SEl 7RT. The office 
also sells stickers, balloons, 
posters and a handbook. 

Around the Diocese 

ABINGDON: Fri<iay 26th, 7.30pm. 
One World Festival International Even- 
ing in the Guildhall. Saturday 27th. 
10am-4pm. One World Festival exhibi- 
tions, etc, in the Guildhall. Contact W. 
J. Spicer on 0865 391206. 

BANBURY: Sunday 21st, 6.30pm. 
United Nation^ Association Service. 
Preacher. Canon Christopher Hall, 
CCOW. At the URC Church, Banbury 
Cross. Tuesday 23rd, 7.30pm. Roger 
Naumann talks about Oxfam's work in 
Ethopia at Friends Meeting House. 
Thursday 25th, 7.30pm. Methodist Mon- 
thly Meeting: Ian Philipson, Ad- 
ministrator of Christian Outreach, talks 
about CO's work in Sudan, Philippines 
and Thailand. Marlborough Road 


Methodist Church. Saturday 27th. All 
Day One World Week Fair at 
Marlborough Road Methodist Church. 
Stalls by different organisations. Asian 
food, speaker, etc. Contact: Stuart Cur- 
rie on 0295 264961. 

BRACKNELL: Saturday 13th. A 
World Resources Disco is planned by 
Bracknell Youth Groups. Entry “ticket”, 
a piece of reclaimable rubbish which will 
be collected in special One World skips 
for recycling. Contact Ann Whitlock 
0344 422006. 

CALIFORNU (BERKSHIRE): 
Sunday 30lh, 9.45am. One World Ser- 
vice at SS Mary & John Church. Revd 
Ken Hum|Areys will take the service us- 
ing the Prayer Tree. The Sunday School 
plans a One World drama. Contact Peter 
Lillycrop on 0734 730740. 

CROWMARSH: Friday 19th, 
7.30pm. A simulation game and possibly 
speaker at Crowmarsh Village Hall. 
Organised by S. Oxon World Develop- 
ment Movement. Contact: Joan Holliday 
on 0491 36388. 

DORCHESTER: Wednesday 24th. 
7.30pm. An evening meeting with a 
Zambian theme to coincide with 26th an- 
niversary of Zambian Independence at 
Berinsfield Area Education Centre. Con- 
tact David Eldridge on 0865 340449. 

MILTON KEYNES: Sunday 2 1st, 
6pm. Walton LEP Celebration of One 
World Week. At All Saints', Milton 
Keynes Village. Wednesday 24th, 
7.30pm. Save the Children Fund speaker 
at St Augustine's Church, Heelands. 
Contact: Ken Harris on 0908 310951. 

NEWBURY: Sunday.21st, 6.30pm. A 
special One World Service at St George’s 
Church, Wash Common. Tuesday 23rd, 
7.30pm. An information evening at the 
URC Church Hall. Speaker: David 
Morgan, Christian Aid Field Officer, 
recently returned from Brazil. Saturday, 
October 27, 10am-4pm. An exhibition at 
the Kennet Centre. Organised jointly by 
Christian Aid, Oxfam and the World 
Development Group. Contact Ted Revell 
on 0635 4I8I5. 

OXFORD: Sunday 2 1st, 10.30am 
OWW service with Communiop at 
Cowley Road Methodic Church. Thurs- 
day 25th, 7pm. Talks aikr slides by VSO 
volunteers. Friends' Meeting House, St 
Giles’. Friday 26th, 7pm, at St Ebbe’s 
School, S. Oxford Council of Churches 
“Listening to the next generation” with 
sketches, music etc from local 
youngsters. Also buffet. Sunday 28th, 
9.30am, Ecumenical service St Peter’s. 
Wolvercote. Preacher: Canon Ganno of 
Lesotho. Full programme of these and 
other events available from Worldwide 
Bookshop, Cowley Road. Wesley 
Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall Street. 

SLOUGH & DISTRICT: Friday 
26th, 8pm. Ecumenical meeting organis- 
ed by West Slough. Team Ministry at St 
John’s Church, Stoke Poges Lane. 
Speaker: Mary Harris, a volunteer 
recently relumed from Bolivia. Sunday 
28lh, 10.30am. A special service at St 
Mary’s, Slough. Contact Connie Shaw on 
0753 642317. 


One light 
leads to another 


with our Baptism Candles & 
Holders, as printed on the base is the 
suggestion that the candle can be lit 
again and again at each Birthday un- 
til Confirmation. 

This helps to re-enforce the mean- 
ing of Baptism for the whole family 
Our holders mak^ the giving of a 
lighted candle in the service easy and 
practical. Incorporated in the holder 
is space to record details of Baptism 
Confirmation and First Communion. 
So much in one holder at so little 
cost must be why so many are now 
used, and they are easily available 
from SPCK, Mowbrays, many 
other Bookshops through C.P.S. 
or direct from our order 
department. 


Baptism Candles 


With a choice of three holders 

Original £14.00 for 20 

New Style 

(self assembly) £12.00 for 20 

(assembled) £14.00 for 20 

De Luxe £15.00 for 12 



For Baptism follow-up. You need 
only one volunteer to run this well- 
designed system. Initial kit only 
£24.50, further supplies available as 
required at low cost. 


Certificate Wallets 


For Banns and Marriage Certificates 
with a receipt for basic fees and ex- 
tras. Packs of 25 for £9.00 

All prices inclusive of post and 
VAT. 

Full colour leaflet on request 



Grove House. Wane House Road 
Shell. Halllax HX3 7PF 
Tel; Bradiord 0274 676337 24 hr 



THINK OF IT AS A SAVINGS PLAN 


There’s more to life policies than the protection they offer. 

In fact, a profit-sharing endowment policy like ours offers the 
prospea of excellent long-term growth in the value of your savings. 
Backed by the Ecclesiastical Life Fund, your policy is cushioned 
against very short term market movements, with carefully selected 
and managed investments. 

There’s a guaranteed payout when the policy matures, after 
a minimum of 10 years. Regular reversionary bonuses, although 
not guaranteed, help to build the value of your savings. And, once 
they’re added, they cannot be taken away. 

Ecclesiastical’s savings-type life policies have produced a 
consistendy good performance record in the UK life assurance 
industry. So, if you want to save with security, get the full facts of 
life from Ecclesiastical now. 


To: Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, 

Abbeygate House, 164- 167 East Road, Cambridge CBI IDB. Icicphonc: Cambridge (0223) 46061 1 
l^kasc tdl me more abtmt the value of lAje Asairanee as a regitlar savings method. 

Name Address: 


Dale of Birth Tel. No. 

I understand that a representative may call. 



€ccleslQsticQl 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BEUEVE IN 


AWmhcfNtiC I Ain RO, IMRO, tr|A 

inpo # 

Rrtevoni mveMiwni husitwv. - Lite A»UMiKe jihI Unit Ttmi 
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WHY YOU 
SHOUIDBUY 
FROM us 

• LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE COUNTRY 

• ABSOUnELY 
GUARANTEED LOWEST 
PWCES-BYFAH 

• lOOO’S IN STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE PEUVERV 

• OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


• AQ/ INIEREST FREE CREDIT 
U7D (WHfTTEN DETAILS AVAKABLE) 

• PROFESSIONAL, KNOWLEDGEABLE AND 
COURTEOUS SERVICE FROM ALL STAFF 


AYLESBURY, 73 PARK STREET (0296) 393355 

^^BLETCHLEY, 22 WATLING STREET (0908) 378557* 

OXFORD, 156 COWLEY ROAD (0865) 792555 

READING, 20 HOSIER STREET (0734) 393555 

SLOUGH, 303 HIGH STREET (0753) 516416 

UXBRIDGE, 14-15 NEW BROADWAY (0895) 53666 

WATFORD, 68 MARKET STREET (0923) 223110 

AS WELL AS THE GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES 
WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER ANY READER 
OF THE DOOR' A FREE DUVET (10.5 TOG 
CONTINENTAL QUILT WITH 
ANY PURCHASE OVER £100 
(Please bring this advert 
with you) 


THE DIFFERENT 
TYPES WE SELL 

• ORTHOPAEDIC AND 
BACKCAREBEDS 

• A WIDE VARIErV OF 
JAPANESE FUTONS 

• TWO. THREE OR FOUR 
SEATER SOFA-BEDS 


HUGE SELECTION OF COVERS. 
COLOURS AND PATTERNS 

• STORAGE AND DRAWER DIVANS 


• QUICK AND EFFICIENT 

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY SERVICE 

• PHONE-A-QUOTE/ORDER 

LA ANY MAKE. MODEL OR SIZE 

• GROUP MEMBER OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FURNITURE RETAILERS 


TOP DISCOUNTS ON 
TOP MANUFACTURERS: 

Silentnight, Hypnos, Slumberland, 
Sealy, Myers, Vi-Spring, Sleepeezee, 
Dico,'' Sprung Slumber, Rest Assure<d, 
Cumfilux and many more. 


• PINE BEDS AND BUNK BEDS 


• MOST MATTRESSES CAN BE SOLD 
SEPARATELY IF REQUIRED 

• ALL TYPES OF SOFA-BED ACTIONS 

• WATER BEDS AND ADJUSTAMATK BEDS 

• MANY DIFFERENT STYLES OF CHAIR-BED 


WE PROMISE EVEm CUSTOMER THE VERY BEST CHOICE. VALUE AND SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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Space for Prayer 


Almighty God, 

who inspired Luke the physician 

to proclaim the love and healing power of your Son: 

give your Church, by the grace of the Spirit 

and through the medicine of the gospel, 

the same love and power to heal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Collect for St Luke the Evangelist (October 18), ASB. 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

One World Week (October 21-28) 

Abingdon Alive, October festival and mission. 

All who are involved in the ministry of healing in our Diocese, especially 
hospital chaplains, doctors and nurses. 


AUTUMN 

Late gifted days of summer 
Chill and misty in the dawn 
Gently draw us 

Into autumn folds of harvesting 

Pinnacles of curling smoke rise 
Like incense in the air 
Shrivelling the leaves of summer 
And faithless care 

So cleanse our Earth 
Past’s passed 

And fill the sky with praise 
For Luke’s-tide days 

Mary Philpot 


THE door’s contribution to 
the women priest debate is the 
supplement in this issue. It is 
sponsored by the Bishop’s 
Council and clearly sets out 
the opposing points of view. 
Our hope is that it will en- 
courage reasoned discussion 
around the Diocese. 

As the argument grows 
more heated there is a danger 
that we are losing sight of the 
real issues. The Movement for 
the Ordination of Women’s 
lavish new advertising cam- 
paign for instance, includes a 
series of sharply worded 
posters like the one showing 
Margaret Thatcher alongside 
the words “She’s just asked 
someone to take on the job she 
couldn’t do herselC’. 

The message comes over 
loud and clear and would be 
utterly convincing were it sup- 
porting a fight for better 
educational or job oppor- 
tunities for women or a protest 
about the lack of women 
members of parliament or 
about unequal opportunities 
within the police force. 

Of course women have been 
undervalued, underused and 
underpaid in the Church as 
they have in all walks of life 
and that needs to be 
acknowledged and dealt with 
— but isn’t that a quite 
separate issue? 

This debate is not about 
ability or quality but the fun- 
damental nature of priesthood 
and to suggest that it is other- 
wise is to debase the argument 
and obscure the theological 
Issues. So we who are oppos- 
ed to women priests believe 
that Our Lord’s decision to 
choose male apostles was not 
a historical accident and that 
He intended men to exercise a 
special kind of authority 
within the Church just as He 
wanted the relationship bet- 
ween men and women to 
reflect His own relationship 
with His Church. 

From time to time editors 
are allowed to express their 
own views honestly and that is 
mine. But my prayer is this. If 
there must be women priests 
let the debate be on the main 
issue, the arguments reasoned 
and the seeds of the healing 
process planted in the way the 
debate is conducted. 

Christine Zwart 


JESUS was fully conscious that 
the Father had sent Him on a 
mission into the world to preach 
the Kingdom, and to perform 
the Kingdom ministry. His was 
a mission of teaching, preaching 
and healing. 

As we embark on a decade of 
evangelism, we do well to re- 
mind outselves that the charge 
given to His disciplies, first to 
the twelve and then to the seven- 
ty, was two-fold — to preach 
and to heal in His name. The 
language of this two-fold mis- 
sion to preach and to heal is 
common to both. It is the 
language of promise which can 
be spoken by those who, in their 
own experience, know “The 
steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases. His mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is His faithful- 
ness” (Lamentations 3: 22,23). 

Healing at all levels of human 
life is a well-known phenomen- 
on, that accompanies new and 
renewed faith, while to many 
God makes himself known in the 
midst of sickness and despair; so 
healing will be encountered, and 
needs to be understood by those 
who preach the power of Christ. 

For those engaged in healing 
ministry, there is the need to 
look beyond the removal of a 
sad condition, however pressing 
that may be, to the beginning of 
a new journey with Jesus the 
Healer/Saviour who . . is the 
Yes pronounced upon God’s 
promises, every one of them,” 
(2 Cor. 1 :20) if the healing is to 
be in any way complete. 

Bishop Morris Maddocks 
defines Christian healing as: 
“Jesus meeting you at the point 
of your need.” Divine compas- 
sion is exercised in ways of 
God’s own choosing, and heal- 
ing on the basis of his continu- 
ing creation is seen in the work 
of doctors and other health care 
professionals. They may lay no 
claim to Christian motivation, 
but within their number there 
are those who are renewing the 
ancient partnership between 


Church and Medicine. 
Wherever this partnership is 
found, there is the recognition 
that God’s purpose is to work 
through the need to make him- 
self known through a meeting 
with Jesus at the point of that 
need. 

Christian healing is also when 
Jesus meets us directly and per- 
sonally as we pray for healing 
for ourselves and for others, or 
when He meets us through 
others who are sufficiently open 
to Him to be channels of His 
healing love as they pray for and 
with us, as they lay hands on us 
or anoint us with oil in His 
name. To speak of coming to 
‘wholeness’ does not in any way 
deny physical healing. By 
definition, wholeness must in- 
clude the physical and Christian 
healing uniquely ministers to the 
whole person because it carries 
with it the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 

Christian healing brings res- 


tored relationship to God, to 
ourselves and to one another, 
and is healing of body mind and 
spirit that can continue through- 
out our lives until we pass 
through into the fullness of 
resurrection life with Jesus. 

Therapies abound today, 
many of which lay claim to a 
spiritual dimension. Christian 
healing includes only those prac- 
tices or beliefs which are in sub- 
mission to the living Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. The simple test is 
whether the name of Jesus is be- 
ing exalted within the ministry 
being offered, whether by sim- 
ple prayer or deep therapy. 
Those who so exalt the name of 
Jesus in the exercise of this 
ministry know and acknowledge 
that they are not in themselves 
healers. There is only one heal- 
er, Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Frank Baker 
Frank Baker is a Reader in this 
Diocese. He is a trustee of the 
Acorn Christian Healing Trust 
and was its first chairman. 


Editorial 


h Christian healing? 


What 
is it? 


PILGRIMS 

To those who 
would listen . . . 


IF you are a man, imagine walk- 
ing into a crowded bar and be- 
ing unable to make yourself 
heard in order to buy a drink. If 
you are a woman, imagine a 
child climbing on to your knee 
and asking you to tell them a 
story, but you cannot. 

These are two situations, 
among many, that are difficult 
or impossible for a person who 
is speech handicapped. Speech 
handicap, thankfully, is a com- 
paratively rare disability, yet as 
a consequence is little under- 
stood. Like deafness it is a com- 
munication problem, and leads 
to a sense of isolation and 
frustration. 

Since I have become speech 
handicapped, I have received a 
great deal of love and support 
and encouragement from parish- 
ioners in both Great Hampden 
and Prestwood. My halting and 
fearful attempts at preaching and 
leading worship again were met 
with kindness and tolerance. A 
good side-effect of my problem 
has been that in both churches 
public address systems have 
been installed. These, par- 
ticularly when combined with 
the inductive loop system, 
transform worship for the many 
hard-of-hearing members of our 
congregations. 

The term ‘speech handcap’ 
covers a wide variety of dis- 
abilities. Perhaps the most wide- 
ly known is laryngectomy, 
where the sufferer has had the 
larynx (voice bo.x) removed 
surgically, often because of 
cancer. This is the most radical 
and traumatic of speech han- 
dicaps, the voice being totally 
lost. Some laryngectomies are 
able to learn to speak again us- 
ing special techniques, but it is 
always an exhausting and dif- 
ficult process, the resulting 
sound being far removed from 
their normal speech. Others are 
able to regain some speech 
through the use of mechanical 
aids. 


Other speech handicaps in- 
clude" loss of speech or distur- 
bance to speech resulting from 
a stoke, stammering, or im- 
paired speech owing to malfor- 
mation of some of the organs of 
speech, eg cleft palate. Some- 
times, the recurrent laryngial 
nerve which operates the vocal 
chords can be damaged by il- 
lness which necessitates 
surgery. The results is vocal 
chord palsy (paralysis) which 
makes speech soft and difficult. 

The psychological conse- 
quences of speech handicap can- 
not be overstated, for “your 
voice is you”. A person’s voice 
is what they portray of them- 
selves, their personality to the 
world. When a voice is per- 
manently lost or damaged there 
is a consequent loss of con- 
fidence and self-worth. The 
voice is used to express all sorts 
of emotions: humour, affection, 
comfort, tenderness, anger, sor- 
row, concern. With most of 
these speech handicaps the abili- 
ty to sing is also lost. 

Finally, a few tips if you meet 
a speech-handicapped person. 
As with all disabled people, 
please avoid the “Does he take 
sugar?” or, talking-over-the- 
head approach. Because of the 
damage to the organs of speech, 
a speech handicapped person 
needs more time to produce 
sound and to contribute to a con- 
versation or discussion. 

Speech handicapped people 
have much in common with the 
hard of hearing and deaf. .A 
poster I saw at the Royal Ear 
Hospital, I think, says it all. 
There is a large picture of a 
brain and the slogan reads: 
“Without ears, I still work”. 
For the speech handicapped one 
could re-write the slogan — 
“Without larynx, vocal chords, 

I still work!” , 

Clare Looker 

The Revd Clare Looker is an 
Honorary Curate in the Parishes 
of Olney with Emberton. 
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TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy end Clergy 
widows 

Unfurnished bedsitting rooms 
with full board. 

NOW AVAILABLE at: 
Terry's Cross 
Clergy Retirement Home 
Henfield, West Sussex. 
Details: Accountant, Church 
House, 9 Brunswick Square 
HOVE BN3 1EN 
Tel: Brighton 29023 


UNDER 

STRESS? 

Stress therapist Marie Bewley, 
fully qualified in Reflexology and 
Physical Essential Oils Therapy, 
has set up her practice in 
Abingdon. Her healing ministry 
has been blessed by Lord 
Coggan at Bede House Convent. 

For further information: 

Telephone: 
ABINGDON 555932 


NORTH NORFOLK 

Self Catering 

2 + 3 bedroomed cottages on farm, adapted 
for disabled use. Available October onwards, 
10% reduction for OAPs. 

Bookings taken NOW for October onwards. 

Telephone: 026387 347 




TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone oxferd 
(0865) 880505 

PLEASE HELP! 


More people homeless . . . 
we are having to extend our premises to 
cater for the homeless in London . . . 

Please will you help us carry out God’s 
work? 

Donations urgently required towards 
£250,000 extension. 

Please send what you' can to; 

The Revd M A Johnson 
St Botolph’s Crypt Centre 
Aldgate High Street 
LONDON EC3N lAB 

Thank You! 

The Acorn Chrii^tian 
Healing Trust 

Residential weekend 
courses with: 

Dr Ruth Fowke 26-28th Oct 

Lord Coggan . 30th Nov-2 nd Dec 

Day Conferences include: 

★ Marc Europe “Stress and 
Spirituality" 12th October 

Parish Days/weekends by 
arrangement 

For further details and full 
programme contact: 

The Reverend David Smethurst 
Whitehill Chase, Bordon 
Hampshire GU35 OAP 
Tel: 0420 478121 
472779 

ACORN 

A HEALING RESOURCE TO THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND 
MEDICINE 


THE COMPLETE 
CARPET 
SERVICE 

All types of carpets 
fitted including 
adaptations, also 
carpets cleaned by dry 
cleaning method. 
Phone anytime 
0235 523367 


TYPING/WORD 
PROCESSING SERVICE 

Business or personal, strictly 
confidential. 

Correspondence, thesis, 
manuscripts, estimates, invoices, 
etc. 

No work considered too small or 
too large. 
Competitive rates 

Contact: Monica Woods 

0865 341025 
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Opening The DOOR 


FR Y ARNOLD asks again if 
The DOOR can meet the 
challenge of the 1990s by going 
ecumenical, “simply by getting 
readers from different Churches 
interested in one another”. 

This is a marvellous idea. In 
my last parish of Leek in the 
Lichfield Diocese, we had a 
local tabloid monthly paper 
covering all the Churches of 
Leek. It did just what Fr Yar- 
nqld would like us to do on a 
bigger scale. But the problem, 
as mentioned in the June issue 
of The DOOR, is that the" 
Diocese of Oxford covers an 
area including parts of three 
Roman Catholic dioceses and 
various Free Church districts. If 
we were to include details of 
coming events — ' at present on 
the back page — for all the 
Churches, we’d have to use at 
least three pages! 

Could we please have prac- 
tical suggestions — what do peo- 
ple thing of the idea of 
occasional ecumenical sup-' 
plements or a monthly edition 
focusing, like September’s, on 
ecumenical issues? What more 
could be done to answer Fr Yar- 
nold’s challenge. 

The Revd John Crowe 

Chairman, The DOOR 
Editorial Support Group. 

Parish share 
explained 

THE September issue contain- 
ed four letters critical of the in- 
crease in the parish share, and 
the tenfold increase over the last 
fourteen years. 

The underlying reasons for 
such an increase are: The effect 
of reduced subsidy from the 
Church Commissioners, mean- 
ing that a greater amount of the 
existing work has to be funded 
from the parish share; Inflation 
and the need to raise clergy 
stipends to reasonable levels. 

The increase in Oxford is in 
line with that in other dioceses 
over the same period. This may 
be of little comfort to parishes, 
but does provide the reassurance 
that everyone else in the Church 
of England is having to find ad- 
ditional cash. 

To correct the impression that 
the Diocese places an un- 
justifiable burden on the 
parishes: The Diocesan Synod, 
elected by the clergy and the lay 
members of Deanery Synods, 
votes annually on the budget 
and, the Diocesan Board of 
Finance administers it. The 
Diocesan Board of Finance can- 
not impose the budget on 
anyone, and it is the elected 
representatives who have agreed 
to it. The 1990 Parish Ministry 
is costing £6.6 million, and the 


parish share (if fully paid) is 
£5.1M. Thus we are all sub- 
sidised in our parishes by £1.5 
million in 1990. 

The Diocese has certain 
statutory duties to undertake, 
imposed on it by law, and we do 
try and keep the cost of these to 
the minimum. They include, in 
the main. Diocesan Trustees, 
Pastoral Committee and the 
Council of Education. The 
budget summary shows that the 
direct cost of the parochial 
ministry, together with steward- 
shire, training, education and 
ministry, form almost 90% of 
the total expenditure. If we keep 
future increases in the parish to 
the level of inflation, the conse- 
quence will be a cut in the 


More on 
money 

HAVE the Diocesan represen- 
tatives really thought through 
their attitude regarding in- 
vestments? They appear to think 
it is wrong to invest in certain 
areas, but should they accept 
money from these same areas? 

Many of the parishioners of 
the Diocese receive their income 
from such investments, either as 
occupational pensions or as 
private investments. Does the 
Diocese say it would not touch 
this money? If so, its income 
will be considerably decreased, 
and it will have to retrench much 
of its expenditure. 

Elsie L. Webb, 
Earley, Reading 


a new challenge. The interesting 
and exciting results of still keep- 
ing this daily touch with God 1 
have recorded in a book which 
has just been published called 
Some Soldier: adventures in the 
desert, and as a prisoner of war. 
I hope it may even help to bring 
a new way of life for old and 
new Christians and indeed to 
those at present without a faith 
at all. 

There have been many 
highlights in my experience but 
also direction for the ‘ordinary’ 
day-by-day running of my life at 
home and at business. I aim to 
do God’s will all the time to the 
best of my ability, with Sundays 
as a time, to re-charge our 
spiritual batteries for the week’s 
action ahead with each day rein- 
forced with a time of meditation, 
direction, and perhaps some 
suitable reading. 

Douglas C, Walter 
Slough 

Some Soldier, by Douglas 
Walter, published by Foss 
Publishers, 223 Preston Road, 
Yeovil BA20 2EW or from 
Grosvenor Books, 54 Lyford 
Road, Wandsworth, London. 

Syllabus 
not agreed 

I WAS most interested to read 
your most lucid and informative 
article on Church Schools in a 
recent edition of The DOOR. 
My present concern is with the 
Bucks Agreed Syllabus for R.E. 
I have studied the document in 
detail and come to the conclu- 
sion that it fails to comply with 
the Education Reform Act of 
1988 and I have lodged a formal 
complaint with the Chief Educa- 
tion Officer of this county. 

I note, with much distress, 
that this syllabus has the ap- 
proval of the Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Education and Train- 
ing. I cannot comprehend how 
the Diocesan Authorities could 
give approval to an R.E. 
syllabus which fails to give a 
single mention to God and Jesus. 
This is little short of scandalous. 

Surely our Church and state 
schools deserve better than this. 
It would seem that the Board of 
Education in this Diocese is fail- 
ing to take advantage of the op- 
portunities being offered by 
Central Government. Surely it 
is time for the Oxford Diocesan 
Council of Education to bring 
pressure to bear upon Bucks 
County Council, so that the pre- 
sent totally inadequate syllabus 
be replaced with one which 
takes account of the Education 
Reform Act and thus gives 
greater emphasis to Christianity. 

The Revd David Reynish 

Iver Heath, Bucks 
David Reynish will be pleased to 
send any interested reader a 
copy of his formal complaint on 
receipt of an sae. — Editor 




numbers in the stipendiary 
parochial ministry or a reduction ^ 
in real pay: such would be the' 
real impact of this proposal. 

At the beginning of the 
Decade of Evangelism, the time 
has come for each one of us to 
review our levels of giving. I 
still believe that giving in the 
Anglican Church has nowhere 
reached a sacrificial level, par- 
ticularly in this one of the richer 
dioceses in the Church of 
England. 

One letter (Anne Abley) right- 
ly points out that any new ex- 
penditure can only be 
undertaken after all the factors 
have been carefully considered; 
this is certainly done, and in 
looking at. future priorities we 
may have to make cuts to pay 
for new items. To link the Parish 
Share to the current level of in- 
flation may be an attractive pro- 
posal but it is not a realistic 
measure: factors such as the 
reduction in the level of grants 
from the Church Commissioners 
and improvements to clergy pay 
substantiate my point. 

I am sorry that my first ut- 
terance in The Door should be 
seen to be a tough approach, but 
this Diocese, with its expanding 
population, will be better plac- 
ed for mission if we have the 
right resources properly backed 
up by the necessary finance. 

John Prodger 
Chairman Elect, The Diocesan 
Board of Finance 


Practical 

Christian 

READING your reports in The 
DOOR on ‘God on Monday’, I 
thought I’d let you know of my 
experience when I made a com- 
plete dedication to Christian liv- 
ing in business, home and public 
life. 

The morning after I had made 
my decision to become a full- 
time Christian, to have a time of 
meditation every morning and to 
open my heart and mind to 
God’s directions, I woke with a 
great sense of expectant ex- 
citement. 

I told my mother and father at 
breakfast that I had joined up 
with a bunch of people who 
were trying this out. I got to 
work and promptly told 
everyone I came in contact with 
about the decision I had made. 
Quite naturally, I stopped swear- 
ing and telling dirty jokes and it 
seemed the whole place where 
I worked caught on and stopped 
as well. 

The reforms I had to make 
such as dodged bus fares, per- 
jury in a court case for using an 
out-of-date season ticket, con- 
cealed accidental damages oc- 
curring in my job all added to 
my determination to carry on. 
There were lively meetings at 
work when some of the staff 
would come. 

When I joined the Army for 
the Second World War, it was 


FLORIDA 



SPAIN 


WE HAVE A SUPERB RANGE OF LUXURY AFFORDABLE PROPERTY IN 
BEAUTIFUL LOCTIONS 


BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 

Solicitors in London, Spain and Florida. Morgages and finance arranged. 
FREE inspection flights for purchasers. ALSO check out our prices on 
worldwide discount flights. Details, phone or write: 

NEW HORIZONS 

49 Northern Rise, Great Sutton, South Wirral L66 4QY 
Telephone: 051-339 1754 Director P. J. POTTS 

■■■II I I — ■■ II 


CHURCH ORGANS 

by 


A unique selection of eighteen classically voiced organs, priced 
from £425 to £6,000 for church or home practice. 

* Write for brochures to: 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 

5 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park 
Watford WD1 8UA. 

Telephone: 0923 247437 
Answerphone: 071-370 3431 



CHRIST CARES 

FOR PEOPLE WITH 
MENTAL HANDICAPS 

...WILL YOU? 


A cause for Concern is a Christian charity concerned with the care 
and support of people with mental handicap. Our prime objective is 
to express God’s love for people with mental handicap, by meeting 
their spiritual, emotional, physical, social and intellectual needs, 
hopes and concerns. We require the following staff to help us in 
achieving our objective: 

Reading Care Assistant (F) £6,721 

Temporary Secretary £3.75 per hour 
Bournemouth Care Assistant (M) £6,721 

Voluntary Care Assistant (M) Board and 
lodgings -f £18.00 per week (would suit a 
young person who has a year to give to the 
Lord’s work) 

Aberystwyth Voluntary Care Assistant (M) Conditions as 
above 

Will you be part of a caring team? All members of staff are 
Christians. 

For details and a application form, write C/O P.O. Box 351. 
Reading, Berkshire, RGl 7AL, or tel. (0734) 508781. 

(This ad is printed in accordance with ‘Section 7(2)(b) of the Equal 
Opportunities Act) 


Atans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



aiwavs there at the end ot the line 


MEMORIALS 

by the SpGCislistS (established over 40 years) 

VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND CONSULT 
OUR SKILLED STONEMASONS OR SEND 
FOR BROCHURE 

Ross Stonecraft Ltd 

Elliman Avenue. Slough SL2 5AZ 
Member National Ass of Master Masons 

Slough (0753) 22889 
E3 X 



THERE HAS 
NEVER BEEN A 
BETTER TIME TO 
BUILD 

Extensions 
Conservatories 
Kitchens 
Bathrooms 
Refurbishments and Decorating 

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL 
AND DOMESTIC CONTRACTS 
UNDERTAKEN 

THE BUILDING 
COMPANY 

(Est 25 years) 

FREE ESTIMATES WITHIN 48 HOURS 

Telephone: (0276) 79707 


JOHN SLATER'S - BIJOU THEATRE 
PRESENTATIONS 




cO>® 


available to Churches, Schools, 
Organisations Etc. (Watch back 
page for current appearances) 
further 

Tel Slough (0753) 21004 or 

43 Lascelles Rd, Slough, 
Berkshire SL3 7PW 

Booking organiser sought for Bijou (P/Time) 


LABELS 


Recommended for business and home. VERY FAST TURNROUND 
available. Specialist suppliers of quality to-cost labels. Use our 
fax or telephone hotline. 

Catalogue numbers, bar codes, labels of all shapes and colours, 
printed or blank. 1,000 to 1,000,000. 

Eg: 1,000 self-adhesive address labels 1 Black on white, 

any number of lines, any number of characters. Send £3.20 (inc 
V.A.T. & P&P) to: 

ACE LABELS UK 

Jolt Lane, Stafford ST 18 8JH 
HOTLINE: (0785) 780048. Fax: (0785) 780157 



9/10 South Bar, Banbury, 

Oxon 0X16 9AA 

Telephone: (0295) 258892 or 267060 

Banbury Bed Centre 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 



Dial Ability 

INFORMATION CENTRE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

Rivermead Centre, Abingdon Rd, Oxford 
Telephone: Oxford 791818 
SPECIAL EXHIBITION DAY 

Lightweight Wheelchairs 
Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 
14th November 10am-3.30pm 
Also New Continence Clinic 
held on frist Monday every 
MONTH, 2.30pm-4.30pm, ring 
for an appointment. 



BRIDGE HOUSE 

Twyford, Berkshire 

If you are looking for a home for a relative, have you found a Georgian house with numerous 
elegant and spacious communal rooms for residents to sit?, with new en-suite bedrooms 
beautifully furnished?, lawns and walled gardens?, a happy atmosphere with full 24-hour 
nursing care?, all at a reasonable cost for the service provided? 

May we suggest you include Bridge House, Twyford, on your list of homes to inspect 
before choosing? 5 miles from Henley-on-Thames, Reading and Wokingham 7 miles from 
Maidenhead and Marlow. 

Please telephone (0734) 340777 for a brochure 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registereci Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's (disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


THE CROFTS NURSING HOME 

Abbots Bromley, Staffordshire WS15 3BS 
Telephone: 0283 840703/840124 

A small nursing home, set in a picturesque part of rural Stafford- 
shire, run by churchwarden and family. We have nine rooms, four 
with full ensuite facilities, each luxuriously furnished and including 
nurse call system, TV points and personal security cupboards. 
Our gardens provide homegrown vegetables for the kitchen. A hair- 
dresser, chiropodist and physiotherapist visit regularly. 

We can provide short holiday accommodation or long term continu- 
ing care. DHSS patients welcome. For further information please 
phone 0283 840124/840703. 



UNIVERSAL care 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 

Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 7PF 




St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 



CHURCH FARMHOUSE 
HOLTON, OXFORD 


Residential Care 
JUST OPENED 



10 luxurious bed/sitting room, all ensuite facilities with TV & 
personal telephone points. Lift. Nurse Care system. Home cooking 
A beautiful country house midway Thame/Oxford tastefully 
converted but totally unspoiled, set in 14 acres in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty 

Personally run by the proprieters, experienced in elderly care 
Enquiries for long or short stay welcomed 
For full details contact Mr Margaret Sheyold SRN 08677 2605 



Residential Care 
Home 

Weston-Super-Mare 

Registered for 
9 elderly residents 
All in single rooms, each with own colour TV. Lounge. 
Garden. 24-hour care. Good home cooking. Local clergy 
visit regularly. Long or short stay. Non-smokers only. 
Please write or phone: 

Mr and Mrs Chandler 
0934 621072 
32 Trewartha Park 
Weston-Super-Mare BS23 2RT 



^eimm 

Nursing Home 


Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 




ga ntry lousins 

LmcrKifKN MtKht rs 

Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street. Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answerina Service 

A*' ■ ■ II ^ 


IS our aim 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

^ MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY. 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour rV in all rooms. Single or dou 
hie rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Hrgisirmi by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN. SCM 
24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


^ro 

Registered Nursing Home 


RESIDENTIAL HOME NOW OPEN! 

Oaken Holt is a community for the elderly providing a 
wide range of continuing care facilities, and Oaken Holt 
Care Limited are pleased to announce the opening of 
their Residential Home. 

The Home is set in 23 acres of parkland and landscaped 
gardens, and was formerly the country seat of Lord 
Abingdon. The staff are proud of the luxury 'hoteU style 
facilities on offer combined with the friendly, and caring, 
'home from home' atmosphere. 

Each of the bedrooms is equipped with its own private 
facilities, nurse call system (24- hour cover) and TV 
point. There is a large well equipped laundry and visits 
are made on a regular basis by a hairdresser, an occupa- 
tional therapist and all medical services. The chefs pro- 
vide a nourishing and diverse menue based on traditional 
English cooking and, naturally, special diets can be 
catered for. 

Relatives and friends are encouraged to visit, and out- 
ings are arranged to local places of interest. 

If you would like to find out more please telephone 
Matron on 086S 8G5252 or call in and see the ideal spot 
to spend your 'golden years' 

OAKEN HOLT RESIDENTIAL HOME 

Eynsham Road, Farmoor 
Oxford 0X2 9NL 

Telephone: 08G5 8G 5252 





just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you have visited Holtwood and received 
its warm welcome you will want to stay. For futher information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 OJH 


A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4'/2 miles West of Newbury, quietly 
nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the elderly has been converted from 
traditional 19th century granary buildings all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest Home is owned and personally supervised by Michael and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. 
Cert, who have lived in the newbury area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from home environment for our guests 
whether visiting us on a short term basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals privacy is always respected. 
Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to a high standard and each with its 
own bathroom en suite. All rooms have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heatsons Spa Physio Bath. We have set 
out to achieve a high standard of cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 
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At St Andrew’s Church, Prestwood in Bracknell this has been a year of fresh beginnings. The 
foundation of a new church building was laid by the Rt Revd John Bone, the Bishop of Reading 
(see photo) after serious structural problems developed in the existing post-war building. Said 
Len Barrett, a St Andrew’s Churchwarden: ^^We like to think of ourselves as a community church 
and in this coming Decade of Evangelism we see this as a fresh opportunity to bear renewed 
witness to our Lord and to reach out in love and service to those around us.” 


Extracts from a new 
churchwarden’s diary 


For all the 
Saints 

The Independent newspaper 
records each day whose Feast 
Day it is. So Monday, Septem- 
ber 10, was the Feast of St Am- 
brose Barlow, St Aubert of 
Avranches, St Finian of 
Moville, St Menodora Metro- 
dora and Mymphodora, St 2 
Nemesian, St Nicholas of Tolen- | 
tino, St Pulcheria, St Salvius and i 
St Theodard of Maestricht. ^ 

Of course, if you don’t hap- =| 
pen to be called Barlow or come ^ 
from Avranches, Moville or | 
Maestricht these names may not 
mean much to you. That’s why 
a 7th century pope — exhausted ^ 
by the complexitities of 
liturgical life — took the oppor- 
tunity of rolling them all into 
one. So when he was con- 
secrating the Parthenon in Rome 
to Christian usage he instituted 
an annual commemoration of 
“All Saints” on May 13. A 
century-and-a-half later it was 
moved to November 1, and 
there it has stayed. 

It seems a peculiarly Anglican 
habit to dedicate churches to 
“All Saints”. The Victorians 
found it useful if they weren’t 
sure that they had had an effec- 
tive local saint, or if they were 
sceptical about the cult of saints 
in general. There are about 50 
such dedications in the Diocese, 
and to them all we say “Happy 
Feast Day”, especially to: All 
Saints’, Reading, celebrating its 
125th anniversary this year as 
well as the completion of its 
Appeal; All Saints, Churchill, 
coming to the end of its mam- 
moth appeal and finally getting 
rid of its scaffolding; All Saints’, 
Faringdon, after its successful 
Council of Churches flower 
festival and as it makes prepara- 
tions for the Decade of 
Evangelism; All Saints’, High 
Wycombe, who have just rais- 
ed £250, OCX) and are celebrating 
with a Harvest Flower Festival; 

All Saints’, Maidenhead about 
to embark upon a new pro- 
gramme of Christian Steward- 
ship; and All Saints’, Loughton 
who somehow persuaded a local 
Vauxhall dealer to lend a car 
free to a local missionary family 
home on leave from Kenya. 


Eye contact 

There is not an All Saints’ in the 
parishes of Basildon, Ashamp- 
stead and Aldsworth — just a St 
Clement’s, a St Stephen’s and St 
Mary’s ... Through their com- 
bined efforts, they have raised 
more than £2,000 towards the 
cost of buying an opthalmic 
microscope for the eye depart- 
ment of the general hospital in 
Maputo, Mozambique, where it 
is greatly needed. David Meara, 
Vicar of Upper Basildon, says 
that they have made ar- 
rangements for the microscope 
to be delivered to Maputo by 
hand, to cut down costs, but 
£1,5(X) is needed still. “We 
believe that this is a worthy and 
interesting cause for donation, 
and we would be very grateful 
indeed for any further contribu- 
tions Which would enable us to 
reach our target,” he said. You 
can contact him on 0734 
671223. 

Fund of ideas 

Whatever the good cause, chur- 
ches continue to think up novel 
ways of fundraising. St Mary’s, 
Charlbury, is hoping to boost its 
restoration fund with a wedding 


dress exhibition next May Bank 
Holiday, and are already seek- 
ing out very old, very interesting 
or very famous dresses and an 
endless supply of tailors’ dum- 
mies. Suggestions, please, to 
Ann Simon on 0608 810563. 

incidentally this year’s new- 
ly weds might appreciate a copy 
of St Mary’s new Charlbury 
Cookbook (illustrated, £3.95) 
which includes local family 
favourites including the Duke of 
Marlborough’s. 

In Cholsey, where Agatha 
Christie lived for 40 years and 
is buried too, resourceful 
parishioners took advantage of 
the writer’s centenary year and 
turned wood from two much- 
loved trees (one cedar felled, 
one yew blown down) into 
beautifully made toys and 
souvenirs to sell to the hoards of 
visitors who came in search of 
her grave. While in Noke, they 
beat the dry rot at its own game, 
and sold off bits of St Giles’ old 
beams at £1 a piece (suitably 
decontaminated of course) to 
raise money for the new ones. 


Tasty 

Another All Saints’ is the subject 
of our Parish Profile this month. 


It’s famous, too, for its biscuits 
especially the ones served with 
coffee after Tuesday morning 
Communion. They are almost 
always made by Peggy Clemet- 
son, and in response to popular 
demand she has published a col- 
lection of her recipes to raise 
funds for the Church Urban 
Fund. Just reading through the 
52 recipes is mouthwatering 
(who could resist Nightcap Nib- 
bles?) and Peggy ’s Biscuit Book 
can be yours for jut £1 (p and 
p 35p) from All Saints’ Parish 
Office, Norreys Avenue, Wok- 
ingham RGll lUE, 

DOORstop 

If there was a prize for tne most 
disgusting fundraising idea, it 
would go to St Mary’s Church 
Choir, Chalgrove, who used it 
to help finance their summer trip 
to sing in Durham Cathedral. 
They call it their “rent a 
square” project, and say it in- 
volved a large field, a horse, 
and a subject far too indelicate 
for the pages of The DOOR. 
Suffice to say that the eventual 
winner stands not only to win a 
substantial sum of money, but 
also to grow the best roses in 
Oxfordshire next year. 

It is after all harvest time! 


IN SPRING churches have 
their Annual Church Meetings 
and elect new PCC members 
and new Churchwardens. One 
of our readers became a 
churchwarden then and over 
the next few months he will be 
sharing with us extracts from 
his Diary setting out some of 
his experiences. For obvious 
reasons he prefers to remain 
anonymous! 

The Diary begins on the day 
of the Annual Church 
Meeting. 

Tuesday 24 April 1990 
Our Annual Church Meeting is 
tonight. As I turn over in bed 
trying to resist the need to get 
up and go to work my wife asks 
whether I can really do it. She 
means can I do all that a 
Churchwarden has to do. “Of 
course,” say I confidently, 
though not withot some doubts 
because I am not too sure about 
what a churchwarden does. 
Ours are always around at 
church. They always seem to 
know what to do but what are 
they supposed to do? 

This sounds a funny way to 
start a diary so I had better ex- 
plain. Both of our wardens are 
standing down this year, and 
two or three of our members 
asked me whether they could 
nominate me to stand as a 
churchwarden this year. I had, 
perhaps rashly, agreed and the 
election was tonight. 

Wednesday 25 April 
The Annual Church Meeting 
had been good, without most of 
the moans and arguments that 



Illustration © Graham Jeffery 1989 is 
reproduced from The Churchwarden's 
Year (Church House Publishing 1989), 
by permission of the Central ^)ard of 
Finance of the Church of England. 

had characterised the meetings 
for the last couple of years since 
we came. When it came to the 
election of churchwardens there 
were two other nominations so 
we had to have a vote with 
voting slips. I always find this 
sort of thing rather embarrasing, 
but I was elected so I start my 
year of office. One of the retir- 
ing wardens gave me his big 
bunch of keys, a sort of badge 
of office I think! There were 11 
keys but fortunately I recognis- 
ed two of them so that’s a start. 

The nicest thing this morning 
was when my wife snuggled up 
to me in bed and said: “You are 
a churchwarden now” with that 
sort of “I am really proud of 
you’ tone. “Yes”, I said con- 
vincingly, but just beginning to 
wonder what all the keys were 
for. . . 



For St Peter’s Church, Loudwater 1990 has also been a year 
of growth and renewal. St Peter’s congregation recently 
celebrated their bicentenary with the publication of 200 Not Out: 
A Bicentenary Review, a celebration exhibition, and the open- 
ing of a new church hall by the Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Simon Burrows. Pictured above at St Peter’s after the 
dedication of the new hall and a Confirmation service is Bishop 
Simon (centre) with the Vicar, Dr David Moore. 


Burford 
Oxfordshire. 

Tel: Burford 3006 

A World of 
Wild Animals 

Plus: 

ir Adventure Playground 
ir Picnic Areas 
if Woodland Walks 
ie Narrow Gauge Railway 
if Brass Rubbing Centre 
ir Bar & Restaurant 
In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland 
OPEN DAILY from 10am to 6pm 
Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham 


CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
TREAT YOUR GARDEN 
TO AN OCTAGONAL GREENHOUSE 

Contact Margaret at, FAWT Engineering 
for 

★ free quotation (for insurance purposes) ★ the best advice on 
buying new greenhouses ★ the supply of new parts 
FAWT Engineering 

Merlin Way, Bower Hill Trading Elstate, 
Melksham, Wilts SA12 
Tel: (0225) 706861 
Ask us for details of our 
Solar Range. 

Please send me a brochure of 
your Octagonal Greenhouse 
to: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


SOG 




iRobin l^nce 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


BIARRITZ METHODIST HOTEL 
ST BRELADES BAY 
JERSEY 

CHANNEL ISLAND 

Hotel Register 2 Suns UNLICENSED 


1991 Season 12th April — 21st October 
Booking are now being accepted for 1991 Holidays, 
at the Internationally Acclaimed Biarritz Methodist 
Hotel situated in the beautiful Bay of St Brelade. 
Our Five Star service offers. 

★ Unsurpassed value in Christian hospitality 

★ Superb quality in cuisine, comfort and cleanliness 

★ Variety of entertainment on most days and even- 
ings for those wishing to join in 

★ Discounts for senior citizens early and late season 

★ Saving for all when booking combined 
travel/accommodation from most UK airports or 
from Poole Harbour 

Write or telephone now for brochure and tarriff 
0534-42239/0534-45506 

Or visit us on stand 201 at Christian Resources 
Exhibition in Manchester 11th — 13th October 



LAND HERITAGE is actively acquiring farms for \ 

others to farm organically as tenants. The Trust 
already owns three farms' and urgently needs 
funds to buy more and also prevent other ex- 
isting organic farms from being lost. Help us to 
restore Britain's farmland to organic husbandry. 

Please write for information or send a donation 
to: 

The Chairman, Land Heritage, 

Wellington, Somerset 
or phone 0823 667764 

Registered Charity No. 326426 

Name 

Address 
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A parish 
quiet day 

WEST Slough Team Ministry 
covers four district churches 
and a densely populated area. 
Our congregations are 
smallish and Hearn life’ needs 
further development 

Last summer in the middle 
of a Parish Day, a retreat was 
mooted. However, a residen- 
tial one did not seem prac- 
ticable, and the former type of 
llam-4pm Quiet Day seemed 
too scanty. Instead, we com- 
promised with a ‘Whole Quiet 
Day’ (9.30am-9pm), at Burn- 
ham Abbey for a mid- August 
Saturday. A second was held 
in March this year and a third 
in June. 

Each day begins with an ex- 
tended Eucharist in the sitting 
room of the guest house. There 
are three talks during the day, 
two before a picnic lunch but 
a good stretch of the afternoon 
is deliberately left free for rest, 
reading and relaxation. 
Vespers with the Sisters is op- 
tional. The day is rouned off 
with a talking supper — 
Chinese or Fish and Chips col- 
lected from a local Take-Away 
— then Compline with the 
Sisters and so quietly home . 

Our numbers are limited to 
about 12, half of whom have 
not been to a Quiet Day 
before. Our themes have been: 
Meeting God — in ourselves, 
in other people and in His 
whole creation. Talks have 
usually begun with simple ex- 
ercises as an aid to quietness 
and peace. Above all such days 
are helped by the atmosphere 
at Burnham Abbey and the 
prayer of the Sisters, to whom 
we offer our sincere thanks. 
Michael Westney, Team Rector 
Connie Shaw, Reader 


CARSHIELD 30 

Warren Kinghorn have 
negotiated preferential terms 
on car insurance for Clergy: 

Low premiums now 
for the safe motorist over 30 ... 


10 % 


DISCOUNT and no 

increase in basic 
premium for business 


use. 


For the careful motorist we 
recommend: 

CarShield 30 is low-cost, high quality motor insurance, 
designed especially for safe drivers, 30 years of age 
or over. Not everyone can qualify for CarShield 30, 
but those who do won't be paying for the higher 
accident rate of others. Instead, they will be rewarded 
with a policy that reflects their years of proven, safe, 
considerate and experienced driving. 

DISCOUNTS 

If your car is 4 or more years 
okJ - 5% discount 
If you are aged 60 or over - 
10% discount 
If you have 2 or more cars 
insured with ourselves - 
10% discount 

Protect your No Claims 
Discount with CarShield 30. 
If you have a sinole claim in 
say one year of insurance 
you will not lose all of your 
60% No Claims Discount. 
However. You may feel that having 
earned maximum discount you 
should be able to protect it. CarShield 
30 allows you to do this for only a small 
additional premium. 


A SPECIAL DEAL 
FOR THE CAREFUL 
MOTORIST 

If you’re aged between 
30 and 75, have four 
years No Claim Discount 
with a clean licence for 
the last 5 years. 
CarShield 30 can bring 
you wider cover, lower 
cost, and really make the best 
of your motoring life. 



9 PleaM send to: W»mn KInghom a Co. Ltd., Lower Radway Houw, 

L^l0r2VlH3.n S Blahopalatgnlon, Talgofnouth. Davon T014 9SS 

® About your Car 

CarShield 30 r .9 no 

Address uako 

Scheme 

^ Royal Post Code _ Tel 

Insurance Date of Birth 


Engine Capacity . 
Year of Make 


Expiry date of present insurance^ 


MORE 

THAN 

lUSTA 

HOUDAY! 


O n a Martin Brodier 

holiday you'll find lively 
groups of fun 

loving ChristUms ail having a 
great time! We offer you both 
comfort and style at a price that 
won't break the bank! With 
exciting activities, odd-bail 
cabaret evenings and the chance 
to make lots of friends It's hardly, 
surprising more and more people 
are moving up to a Martin Brodier 
holiday each year. . . 


loin our groups of 40120 people. 
We ve no age restrictions and 
everyone is welcome. Experience 
the friendly atmosphere, you can be 
sure you II soon feel at home. 


Stimulating teaching and worship. 
Familiar guest speakers The |oy of 
Cod s Holy Spirit and the excitement 
of sharing in his word together! 
Going on holiday with Martin 
Brodier is like going on holiday in a 
large friendly family! 


•k Air. Coach & Self-Drive travel 

k Luxury Accommodation. 4 star 
hotels, fabulous meals & twin rooms 
with en-$uite bath/shower/wc 

k Excellent Skiing. Ibp resorts, good 
snow conditions and skiing for all 
abilities 

k Fully inclusive prices. Luxury travel, 
accommodation, ski equipment, tuition 
and SKI PASS 

- Theres nothing else to pay! 

Welcome to our exciting collection of fun 
packed holidays Send for your free 
colour brochure now! 


OVER 70 SKIING HOLIDAYS IN FRANCE & AUSTRIA 



DGSGrt Safari 

The Sahara by coach camel & jeep 


MARTIN BRODIER 


Franc h Rlvlora 

camping & mobile homes 


Please rush me my full colour MARTIN BRODIER 
brochure 


There's no better choice! 


NAME 

ADDRESS. 




sand to; MARTIN BRODIER HOUDAVa 15 Alfred Rood, ^ | 
South Norwood. UxxJon SE25 5LE tel; 081-654 5679 ^ I. 


POSTCODE. 


£14MILLI 



In an increasingly competitive com- 
mercial world, we never lose sight of our 
moral obligations. 

...AND 

Although we’re a modem insurance 
group operating on an international basis, 
we’ve never forgotten the roots that gave us 


our name. 


STILL 

So, our success as an insurance and 
investment group will always benefit Church 
funds directly. 

Including this year’s charitable grants, 
this means we have now donated some 


£14 million. 


COUNTING 

For the future, you can count on our 
continuing efforts to improve on that 
performance. 

Ci CcclesiosticQl 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Eastern Region Abbeygate House, 164-167 East Road, Cambridge CBl IDB. Telephone: Cambridge (0223) 460611 



I 0 A N S 


MONTl-ILY PAYMENTS OUl’ OF HAND? 

■ CANT GET THE MONEY YOU NEED? 

STOPPED BECAUSE OF CCJ’S? 

ARREARS OR CREDIT CARD DEBTS? 

SELF EMPLOYED - NO ACCOUNTS? 

Your horn* is «t risk If you do not keep up repaymenb on a Mortgage or other loan 

AtoB secured on it. 

CANHELP 


Straight Forward Loans Arranged — No Fees 

As Independent Brokers, we are free to shop around for 
you and get the best available loan 

Written details on request 

CALL NOW 
( 0306) 742010 

UN-SECURED LOANS, HOMEOWNERS & TENANTS 

HOMEOWNERS UP TO £10,000 pAT t VfnW 

'reNANTSUPTO£5,000 • . 

ANY PURPOSE, NO FEES ( 0306)741687 
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Fun being a Christian 


Pictured left to right are Nathan Haddock (18), Kate Osborne (17), Andrew Maurice (17), 
Janies Osborne. 


THE Greenbelt Festival, or 
“Greenbelt” as its affectionately 
called, is now an established part 
of the international Christian 
“scene”. Like Taize, or 
Oberamergau, it attracts young 
Christians from all over Europe 
and beyond. 

Around 27,000 people came 
this year to the Castle Ashby 
Estate, near Northampton, over 
the August bank holiday, to live 
in a tent city and enjoy the arts 
festival. They lived on a diet of 
continuous music of all 
varieties, packed the huge mar- 
quees to listen and take part in 
seminars on a host of Christian 
topics, and just strolled around 
the festival site meeting friends. 

Among them were James and 
Kate Osborne, Nathan Haddock 
and Andrew.Maurice from Em- 
manuel Church, Chesham. Kate 
explained: “Its the friendliness 
of it all, and the thing that 
amazes me is the number of peo- 
ple here who are actually Chris- 
tians: the number, of people 
who have found God and wor- 


ship him for what he is and 
know his love. It’s a really 
happy atmosphere.” 

There’s no doubt that being 
with a large number of young 
Christians can galvanise your 
understanding of the Church. 
But it can also challenge your 
worship. “Greenbelt,” said 
James, “is really saying to the 
Church ‘Liven Up!’, because if 
you sit in a church service and 
go through the four songs up on 
the board, hear the sermon and 
then have communion or 
whatever, you sit there and 
think: ‘What am I doing here! 
— isn’t this boring’!” 

One Greenbelt speaker, the 
ever-popular Tony Campolo, 
agreed: “I thing it’s time we 
stood up and admowledged that 
boredom is in. Young pepole 
don’t criticise the Church’s 
theology. They say: “I don’t 
want to go to church because it’s 
boring.” And it seems to me 
that if that’s the reality, the 
leaders of the church should be 
asking themselves some very 


serious questions.” 

Nathan was adamant that 
Greenbelt should Ichange the 
way we think about the Church. 
“I think Greenbelt is saying to 
those outside that we don’t have 
to be solemn and sombre all the 
time and that it’s good fun be- 
ing a Christian.” 

One thing is certain: if you’ve 
never experienced it, you’ve 
missed something very good in 
the life of the Church. After all, 
what other rock and arts festival 
can attract 27,000 people, and 
be policed by only two police- 
men? James summed it up: 
“Here it’s like one huge family, 
and no one minds what you do 
or how you workshop or how 
you act in front of God. It’s just 
natural, you take it as it comes. 
It makes you feel so relaxed. It’s 
great!” 

Richard Thomas 
Richard Thomas is the 
Diocesan communications of- 
ficer and incidentally a talented 
keyboard and guitar player 
himself. 


While we were on holiday in 
Brittany this year, my wife, 
Beri, who doesn’t think her 
French is that good, found 
herself talking to a monk and a 
young friend of his. The young 
friend was a bit mixed up in 
what he believed, and Beri was 
able to tell him about the depth 
of God’s love — in French! God 
often uses us when we don’t ex- 
pect it. 

We can also be caught un- 
awares by lots of things — not 
just by God. I wonder what 
comes into ypur mind when you 
hear the word Hallowe’en? I 
think I can guess! 

Hallowe’en is on October 3 1 , 
and means the Eve of All 
Hallows or All Saints. All Saints 
Day is, therefore, on November 
1 . People think of Hallowe’en as 
a time of things to do with 


darkness and even evil. Some 
people say that it’s alright to 
think and talk about ghosts and 
other “nasties” on the Eve of 
All Saints Day, because that’s 
when Satan is supposed to be 
angry thinking about all the 
saints (including you and me) 
who slipped through his clut- 
ches. But why should we give 
him any pleasure by dressing up 


as witches, ghosts, goblins and 
devils, and carrying out unkind 
acts like trick-or-treat? 

It’s very easy to say it’s all 
harmless, but it is rather like sit- 
ting at the top of a slippery slide. 
You only need one small push, 
and you might end up slipping 
away from God. Try reading 3 
John 11. 

So what can we do instead? 
Anything that is fun in a “good 
way”. You might plan: A white 
party (no ghosts or skeletons); 
A Little Angels party; a Rain- 
bow party; a Saints party. 

You could have competitions, 
such as the best dressed angel or 
saint, invent a “saints quiz”, 
make saints banners, and sing 
happy songs. You could make 
saints badges, too, and then give 
them to anyone who knocks on 
your door trick-or-treating. 

Roger Fray 


Young Door 


WHEN you meet a person for 
he first time, do you judge them 
on their appearance, or their 
character and personality? When 
you meet a Christian, do you 
assess them by their denomina- 
tion, or by their faith and 
actions? 

Ecumenism, God’s will for 
the 1990’s and beyond, is try- 
ing to change the need for 
segregation by denomination, 
and to unite all Christians 
together. 

“Let us love one another, for 
love comes from God.” (1 Jn 
4:7). This is one of the greatest 
gifts God has given us as Chris- 
tians. 


I do not believe, however that 
the Church should be a 
homogeneous group. People do 
not, and should not have the 
same thoughts, ideas, faith and 
belief in G^. The imperfections 
in the Church, particularly in 
worship, are what make it useful 
for both the individuals and the 
Church as a whole. If everyone 
is the same, agreement is pre- 
sent, but not growth of faith. 

In October, Abingdon Alive 
takes place, Christians 
throughout the town will be in- 
volved in mission. The different 
Churches will be united in all the 
events culminating in church 
services with vari^ emphases. 


and I can imagine that for some 
people attending there will be a 
feeling of a jagged sense of 
worship. 

Hopefully, however, through 
this ecumenical time we will be 
able to learn afresh the reality of 
ouF' faith and the way we 
perceive it through the new ex- 
periences of those who are 
drawn towards Christianity for 
the first time. So in the end 
perhaps we shall be a body of 
people worshipping together, 
united through our faith. 

Usa Cleveland 

Lisa is 17 and lives in 
Abingdon. 


^ Royal County of 

BERKSHIRE 

Be a Friend 

TO AN ADULT 

with a 

MENTAL HANDICAP 

Helping adults with mental handicap & their families get 

more out of life. 

WHO? 

We need people like you, who we will train and support 
as a carer, to provide care and friendship to an adult, for 
short periods of time — a few hours, a day, a weekend 
or several days holiday — for which a small payment is 

made. 

HOW? 

For more information, ’phone Melanie Parris on 
Bracknell (0344) 860457 or write to her at: 

Adult Respite Care Scheme, 

Bracknell Community Mental Handicap Team, 
Waymead, St Anthony’s Close, Binfield Road, 
Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 2EB. 


Be a Friend through Respite Care 
Bracknell Social Services Adult Respite Care Scheme 

5 aS • Department of 

VUjuiAw social services 




THE MOVEMENT FOR . 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY 
A Christian Initiative 
In British Politics 


The Movement for Christian Democracy, convened by David Alton M.P. and Ken Hargreaves M.P*., 
is an all-party, non-denominational orgai^tion committed to bringing Christian value back into 

British political life. 

The Movement is committed to the following six principles: 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
RESPECT FOR LIFE 
RECONCILIATION 
EMPOWERMENT 
ACTIVE COMPASSION 
WISE STEWARDSHIP 


Members will receive a regular newsletter and a copy of the declaration of aims and values, which 
th^ w^ be able to approve at a rally at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, on Novemb^ 17th. 
Fr. Laslo Tokes, &e priest who inspired the Romanian revolution, will address the meeting. 

APPLICA TION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Please complete this form in ink and capital letters and return with a donation to David Alton M.P., 
of Connioos, SWIA OAA. 


Name: 

Address: 

^ Politicui/Organisutional experience: 


Postcode: 


FUNDING: There is no membership fee but we do require funding to nin the 
Movement. It cosu us £10 per member per year; please consider if you are able to 
cover the cost of more than one member. 


seats (cost £5, £2.50 unwaged) 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


ESTABLISHED 1850 



TELEPHONE: 
(0865) 792227 


R. L. BROMLEY & SON 

Dignity in Destiny 

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 
24 Hour Personal Service to all areas 
145 Magdalen Road, Oxford, Oxfordshire, 0X4 IRL 


AUDIO CASSETTE 
DUPLICATION 

Recording. Editing. Production with 
care, in real time. 

Bucks Audio Cassettes 
Beaconsfield 
(0494) 675900 


Wedding 

Stationery 

Let us help your wedding plans run 
smoothly. Browse through our wide 
selection in the comfort of your 
home. 

CHILTERN STATIONERY 
SERVICES 0494 445969 


ALL SAINTS’, ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 

(between Reading and Henley) 
seeks successor to present choirmistress for training thriving 
group of 15 boys and girls in 30-strong SATB, RSCM 
affiliated choir under overall direction of organist and 
choirmaster. Further details from and applications to the 
Revd, B. G. Butler-Smith, The Rectory, Peppard, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5JN (04917-603). 


HENLEY ON THAMES. Bed sit 
available for companion, non-smoker, 
able to drive and if need be follow own 
occupation. No housework involved. 
Reply: Box 9795. 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS for singles 
and those now on their own. Social events 
(Oxon, Bucks. Berks) — C.F.F. 
Dept/ A 127, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


WANTED for St James Aston, black 
cassocK, size 42in chest, good condition. 
Tel: 0993 771570 or 850744. 


EDEN VALLEY. Visit Lakes and 
Dales. 5-bedroomed farmhouse, self- 
catering or bed and breakfast, good 
fellowship. “MARANATHA” Barras, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4ES. 
Tel: (09304) 732. 


VIDEO - NEW 

LIFE of JESUS 

WILLIAM HOLE'S PICTURES 
60M. COMMENTARY BY: 

Fr. R. BULBECK S.J. 

£10 POST FREE 
PAYMENT WITH ORDER TO: 
VAL FULLER. 163 BROADWAY. 
DIDCOT. OXON. 


ORGANIST/ 
KEYBOARD PLAYER 

To assist with Sunday service and a 
mid-week choir practice at the Church 
of the Accesion. Benson. 

For more details contact: 

Rev Mike EHiott 
Tel: 0491 35237 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours 
Service, Private Hire Cars 
Also available: 
MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 
67 St Mark's Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

13 Knightsbridge Green 
London SWIX 7QL 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

ic FITTING SERVICE 
ir MoT TESTING STATIOP^AS , 
Quality and Reliability vC^SEEHI', 
Reasonable prices 
COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


A B 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


a missionary experienc?^ 
here in the UK .... 



Nov 2-4 
£24 all-in Friday evening 
to Sunday afternoon 



Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP14 3XL, Radnage 2521 


13 Holloway’s 0 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
: OXON 0X16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 

STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


Growing old with grace 


MY interest in trying to think 
a little about the process of age- 
ing and prepartion for death was 
stimulated by two things. In the 
fifties, I read Sybil Harton’s lit- 
tle classic On Growing Old. And 
the death of my father and my 
newborn baby came within 
months of each other. The other 
major help I have had is that I 
have been diminished by hard- 
ness of hearing from my 20s and 
by crippling of my back from 
my 40s. 

Many readers of The DCX)R 
will know of Michael Apicella. 
His work for BBC Radio Ox- 


ford’s “Spirit Level’’ has 
already given us cause for 
thanksgiving, and his latest 
publication Let Me Die the 
Death of the Righteous 
(Monarch, £5.99) puts us in his 
debt. As John Wheatley, 
Secretary of Help the Aged 
writes in his foreword: 
“Everyone who reads this book 
has a vested interest in the sub- 
ject. We are all getting older.’’ 
Chapter after chapter I en- 
joyed the arrangement of the 
book. After each chapter there 
is an opportunity to consider 
practical projects, and to ques- 



Playing a key role 



MRS Sybil Stephenson (75) 
has completed 58 years ser- 
vice as organist at St 
Mary’s Church in Twy- 
ford, and St James’ in 
Runscombe. Appointed in 
1932, she has not missed a 
Sunday at one or other of 
the churches since, except 
for holidays and illness. 

Christened, confirmed 
and married in St Mary’s, 
where here father was hell- 
ringer and chorister, Sybil 
was fascinated as a child by 
the sound of the organ, and 
determined one day to play 
in church. She estimates 
that over a thousand brides 
have walked the aisle to the 
sound of her music. Now 
retired after 47 years as an 
Inland Revenue tax officer, 
she has no plans for retire- 
ment yet from her service 
to church music! 


tion ourselves and our attitudes; 
to cap with our own stories the 
stories and character sketches of 
the great and the unknown who 
have demonstrated, like the 
many biblical characters quoted 
how ageing and old age can be 
fruitful times. 

When I was involved in 
playgroup causes during the 
seventies, I had the great 
pleasure of suggesting that 
supervisors recruit a “granny” 
or “grandad”, just to sit among 
the children if they wanted to 
help the process of language 
development. One student 
observ^ that a child who had 
not offered a word in three 
weeks of attending the group 
was observed talking — almost 
non-stop for ten minutes — to a 
lady from an old people’s lunch 
club who just sat smiling and 
nodding her head. So far, so 
very helpful, and faithful to the 
sub-title of the book The 
Church ’s Secret Resource. 

In his last two chapters, 
however, we are taken helter- 
skelter over the vast issues of 
abortion, euthanasia, the cause 
of terminal illnesses and the 
reality of hell as a place of post- 


death everlasting condemnation. 
Whereas it is arguable that none 
of these themes is irrelevant to 
the problems of ageing and 
death, this book is really too 
slim to allow depth to any of the 
discussion. 

Just as we need to become, in 
our middle years, the ones who 
can be old, so we need to 
become the ones who can die — 
and who can console those we 
leave behind us, by our attitude 
to dying and death. 

In a talk to Oblates of the Socie- 
ty of the Love of God at 
Fairacres, reported in the 
Fairacres Chronical vol 20 no 
3 (winter 1987), a sister says: 
“We go downstairs with our 
whole being, step by step. Dy- 
ing means to us that our boiiy 
will suddenly let go of our hand, 
and our death will embrace us 
and fall downwards with us. But 
in the depths, there is the Resur- 
rection. The Resurrection is 
below!’’ 

Jeanne Lindley 

Jeanne Lindley is a grandmother 
married to a clergyman. She is 
secretary of the Porch project 
committee. 


A decade of healing 


WE cannot ignore the central place that healing 
has in the words and works of Jesus Christ. 
Strange then, that today, healing ministries are 
very much a fringe activity of Church Life. In 
general Christians who have devoutly read the 
Bible, waited on God in prayer, and quietly wor- 
shipped week by week throughout their lives are 
rather suspicious and doubtful about the healings 
and experiences claimed by some people. 

Refreshing, therefore, to read The Christian 
Healing Ministry by Morris Maddocks (SPCK, 
£8.95). The author has updated his book of the 
same title, first published in 1981. He presents 
a comprehensive examination of the whole sub- 
ject, looking at the miracles of Jesus, the history 
of the Ministry of Healing, the various expres- 
sions in the local Church and a final chapter on 
whether or not this could be the Decade not only 
of Evangelism but also of Healing. Different 
names maybe, but possibly the same thing? 

The author does not “sell” his case with a 
chain of anecdotes and formulae, although he il- 
lustrates his work with obvious pastoral ex- 


perience, presenting a senisble, encouraging 
examination of every aspect of this subject. His 
view of leadership may be considered old- 
fashioned by some, and his theology of Crucifix- 
ion questionable by others, but it is a book well 
worth having and using. But not everyone has 
the time or inclination to read a “big” book like 
this, so the booklets produced by John Richards 
of Renewal Servicing, PO Box 17, Shepperton, 
Middx, TW17 8NU, will help enormously. Begin 
with a booklet called Getting Healing Under Way 
(by post 70p), and then look at Understanding 
Anointing and Laying on of Hands (both 30p 
by post). These are factual, unbiased accounts 
of things which ought to be central to our faith 
and practice. There is a whole list of titles 
available, and many of them will prove helpful 
and popular items on a church bookstall. 

Richard Woodward 

Richard Woodard is Team Vkar of St Michael 
and Ail Angels, Beaconsfield, and Books e^tor 
of THE DOOR. 


P. L. BARRETT H. J. KNAPP 

81 Ock Street 2-4 Church Street 

ABINGDON WANTAGE 

Tel: Abingdon 520808 Tel: Wantage 775S02 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE PAYMENT SCHEME 


J W MARCHAM & SON 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

24hr Personal Service 
Chapel of Rest 
55 Wood St, Wallingford 
Telephone; 36145 


Efficient 

PART-TIMER 

for 

THE GATEHOUSE 

Drop-in Centre for homeless people. 
£4,000 pa. 

Interviews 11th October. 
Phone Vicky Mort 
Oxford 246342 
for details 


FLATS FOR SALE 

North Oxford 

Studio flat in co-ownership sheltered housing scheme 
for retired professional and academic people. 

This first-floor flat faces south and consists of a fully 
fitted kitchen and bathroom, fitted wardrobes in bed 
recess, store cupboard, and hall. There is a restaurant, 
fully equipped laundry and guest rooms. 

For further details please contact the 
Administrator telephone Oxford 510334, 


THE EMBROIDERY 


DEPARTMENT 


All Saints Convent 


St Mary’s Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRU 

For all your church embroidery and textile needs, 
including Vestment, Fair Linens, Altar Frontals and 

Banners. 


Also available: Day Schools on church embroidery. 

Enquiries to: 


Mrs S. Pedley, All Saints Convent 

Tel: 0865-248627 



CAROLS CATERERS 

Catering for all 
occasions 
WEDDING, PARTIES, 
FANCY DRESS ETC 

We'll cater for your 
every need 

Help Decide . . . 

I'll Provide 

Tel: High Wycombe 446917 



THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 
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The DOOR opens on 


All Saints', Wokingham 


Speaking with many voices 





A VISIT to a service at the 
parish church of All Saints is a 
pleasure, whatever your brand 
of churchmartship. Wokingham 
has somehow managed to hang 
on to its market town character 
and. looking down Rose Street 
towards the church on a quiet 
Sunday morning it is hard to 
believe that you are within the 
orbit of both London and 
Reading. 

Once inside, however, it 
becomes clear that this is nor 
sleepy spiritual backwater. The 
9.30am. Parish Communion 
draws a congregation of more 
than 250, and the huge mixed 
choir — one of the largest in the 
country — sings so beautifully 
that they would not be out of 
place in a cathedral. 

All Saints’ has a strong 
sacramental tradition dating 
back to the 1870s when the 
Tractarian movement sought to 
re-establish the Church’s link 
with its historical and 
theological past. So there are 
Morning and Evening Prayers 
and Holy Communion each 
weekday, and choral services on 
major feast days, while the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) is seen as an in- 
tegral part of the life of the 
church. 

As one might expect from its 
position within the London com- 
muter belt, the congregatin is 
predominantly middle class. 
Doctors and scientists abound, 
and at one time the Rector, 
Brian Bailey, estimated that it 
included up to 40 PhDs. 
Possibly this strong intellectual 
streak explains why All Saints’ 
manages to combine its 
Catholicism with a great sense 
of openness so that no-one need 
feel unchurched. The congrega- 
tion even includes a sprinkling 
of Roman Catholics and Free 
Church people, who seem very 
much at home. 

“The only people who need 
feel unchurched here are those 
who choose to unchurch 
themselves.” Brian Bailey says. 


So while on the one hand tradi- 
tional choral singing is so impor- 
tant, on the other there is an 
increasing interest in more infor- 
mal worship particularly at the 
monthly Parade Service. The 
house groups also cater for a 
range of temperaments and 
tastes from “radical Anglo- 
Catholics to charismastics, com- 
plete with guitars and free 
prayer. 

“We try to be a spectrum of 
the whole Church of England, 
but it can only happen by the 
continual conscious working at 
it and this of course is the 
hardest bit — to make space for 
everyone and avoid polarisa- 
tion.” He admits that “making 
space for everyone” is not 
without its tensions, but with a 
combination of prayer and prac- 
ticality it somehow seems to | 
work. An important milestone | 
was the Franciscan Mission in ^ 
1987 which took three years to | 
prepare and which he says: 
“took an open line and made | 
people really articulate about 
saying what they really believ- 
ed. We are only Just beginning 
to see its real benefits.” 

Fine tuning 

One of the obvious benefits 
has been an improvement in 
communications and a finer 
tuning-in to the practical and 
spiritual needs of others both 
within the church and within the 
town as a whole. A new 
telephone link with a 24-hour 
answering service has been a 
major step forward in this 
direction. 

All Saints’ is full of surprises, 
and with the ordination of 
women to the priesthood high on 
the agenda, it is interesting to 
find that despite its Tractarian 
links, the church’s Honarary 
Assistant Curate is a woman. 
She is Catherine Dyer, who was 
a member of the congregation 
long before she was ordained a ' 
deacon, and a member of the 
Movement for the Ordination of 
Women “long before I had my 



own axe to grind”. She hopes 
eventually to become a stipen- 
diary minister and when Brian 
Bailey was on holiday this sum- 
mer she took many of his ser- 
vices for him. “It did then seem 
very odd to bring in an outside 
male priest to preside at the 
Communion. I think that’s when 
it really hit me” she said. 

Certainly the congregation 
seem happy enough with her 
ministry. Her Rector says that 
once people got used to it most 
of their anxieties were set at rest. 
“No-one has left the congrega- 
tion because of her ordination as 
a deacon two years ago,” he 
said. He himself is fully com- 
mitted to the introduction of 
women priests, and believes that 
“the full partnership of men and 
women in the Church seems a 
practical witness for us here, 
and we want to demonstrate that 
it is liberating and it works”. 

This combination of idealism 
and pragmatism seems to be 
typical of All Saints’, and has 


meant that in many ways it has 
been a pioneer, Brian Bailey 
believes that he is not just a 
minister to his congregation, but 
also a pastor to all who live in 
the parish. “This is after all the, 
historic role of the Church.” 

Diocesan resource 

He also sees his church as a 
resource for other churches in 
the deanery, in the Diocese and 
even beyond particularly in the 
areas of lay leadership, youth 
work and music. One of the 
youth workers at All Saints* is 
a deanery youth worker and 
members of the 55-strong choir 
have sung as far afield as 
Westminster Abbey and Peter- 
borough Cathedral. 

Keeping so many spiritual and 
practical plates in the air at once 
seems a near impossibility, but 
Brian Bailey and his team 
manage not only to do it with 
great efficiency but to enjoy it 
too. To an outsider All Saints’ 


seems a happy church and 
maybe this is the secret of it all, 
and why, despite the dif- 
ferences, they are a united one. 
Perhaps it is also the reason why 
Brian Bailey has a particular in- 
terest and success in encourag- 
ing vocations to the priesthood: 
“My personal belief is that an 
essential recruiting sergeant for 
the ordained ministry is another 
ordained minister who believes 
in what he is doing”. 

Certainly, his enthusiasm and 
optimism about the Church of 
England is catching and gives 
one great hope. The youth club 
at All Saints’ is called Bloopers, 
the Australian word for throw- 
ing stones into the water and 
watching the ripples move out- 
wards. It could just be that All 
Saints’ is a microcosm of the 
Church and what they are doing 
in Wokingham in their 800th 
year is what we shall all be do- 
ing tomorrow. 

Christine Zwart 


CHURCH: The name Wokingham 
probably comes from that of a Sax- 
on tribe, and reference to a 
monastery in the areas as early as 
708. No outwards sign of pre- 
Norman church, and present building 
dates from c.1190. Nave mainly 
1 4th- 15th century, and chancel add- 
ed 1 863-65 when the roof was rais- 
ed and the church virtually rebuilt. 
All Saints’ has belonged to six 
dioceses including Salisbury and 
Winchester, but since 1836 has been 
part of this Diocese. 

ELECTORAL ROLL: 375. 
CLERGY: The Rector, the Revd 
Brian C. Bailey assisted by the Revd 
Catherine Dyer, an NSM Deacon 
and the Revd Ernest Fiddaman, a 
retired NSM. 

SUNDAY SERVICES: 8am Holy 
Communion (ASB Rite B); 9.30am 
Parish Conununion (ASB Rite A); 
11.15am Sung Mattins (BCP) 
6.30pm Sung Evensong (BCP) or 
healing and teaching services. 

PRAYER BOOKS: Alternative Ser- 
vices Book; Book of Common 
Prayer. 

HYMN BOOKS: New Standard and 
individual choices from other books. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Junior 

Church and Young Saints meet in the 
annexe, the church hall and the rec- 
tory. Creche age to 12 plus, with a 
pool of 14 helpers. Children leave 
^rvice before the readings and 
return before Communion. Monthly 
parade service with simplified liturgy 
and children present for whole* 
service. 

OTHER SERVICES: Holy Com- 
munion, Morning and Evening 
Prayer on weekdays. Extra services 
on Holy Days. Also services in old 
people’s homes. Mothers and Tod- 
dlers communion each Wednesday, 
Services for Healing. Also Confes- 
sion (Sacrament of Reconciliation 
with counselling). 

CHOIR: Huge and distinguished 
mixed choir of 55 sings at all ser- 
vices, except 8am. Director of 
Music: Hugh Jenkins. 

BELL RINGERS: 12-16 ringers. 
Tower Foreman: Mr John Harrison. 

YOUTH CLUB: Flourishing youth 
club “‘Bloopers” with 25 members 
and three leaders meets in the 
annexe. 

PARISH MAGAZINE: Monthly. 
Items of spiritual and topical interest. 
Editors: Marjorie Thompson and 
Rosanne Glidden. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: Ten prayer 
and house groups. Telephone 
linkline. Regular workshop on 
prayer, worship and pastoral care. 
Baptism preparation system. Part of 
Churches Together in Wokingham, 
of which Rector is currently the 
chairman. Also planned: “home pro- 
duced” teaching day for Advent to 
encourage teamwork between clergy 
and laity. As part of the 800th an- 
niversary celebrations the Bishop of 
Oxford will lead a seminar on “Is 
there a Gospel to the rich?” on Oc- 
tober 30, and on All Saints’ Day the 
Bishop of Reading will preside at a 
Eucharist for local schools. 

MISSIONARY LINKS: Includes 
USPG link with Bishop Keith Ben- 
zies in Madagascar and CMS link^ 
with Cathie Finn in Uganda. Urban 
Link: St Chad’s, Bensham Team 
Ministry in Diocese of Durham. 


STAGECOACH, a superb and very effective method of 
teaching maths and language for pre-school and infant 
children at home or in school. Each STAGE is designed for 
a different age-group, to develop pen control, learn letters 
and numbers and in the later STAGES, reading and writing 
skills, the first 'introductory' pack contains 40 separate 
work sheets and is available for £3.50 including p&pr. 

For further details please write to STAGECOACH, Avon 
Cottage, Salisbury, SP4 6AE. Tel: (0722) 73369 or 
335556. 



ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair^ including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 




TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy end Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and full 
board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of glorious 
garden, wonderful views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 

If iirteresled pleete contort 
Miss Womor 6273-492821 


THE ROYAL ARMY 
CHAPLAINS' DEPARTMENT 

Anglican Priests are offered a unique 
opportunity to exercise their ministry 
amongst young, fit and dedicated 
service men and women, and their 
families in the Regular Army. 
Successful applicants, who will have 
been in Holy Orders for at least three 
years, will initially be offered a three 
year Short Service Commission with 
the option of extension of service and 
conversion to a Regular Commission. 
Chaplains exercise their ministry in the 
Army under licence of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

Enquiries should be addressed in the 
first instance to: 

The Deputy Chaplain General 
Ministry of Defence 
Chaplains (Army) 
Bagshot Park. BAGSHOT 
Surrey GU19 5PL 
Telephone: 

(0276) 71717 Extn: 2632 


For Sale 

140 Congregational copies 
of the English Hymnal. For 
ail or some, all in good 
condition offers to. 

The Vicarage. 17 Chestnut 
Close Witney. 

Oxon. 0X8 6PD. 


IDEAL PRESENT 

BEAUTIFUL BOOK GUARANTEED 
SOFT-TOY. ''Quill's Adventures in 
the Great Beyond" and Cuddly 
Quill Hedgehog, £12. 
Feather Books 
Fairview. Old Coppice. 
Shrewsbury SY3 OBW. 


VESTMENT 

Queens & Elliot 

MAKERS 

Partners: C. Fry and 
I. McCabe 

Quality Hand made 
vestments. 

All styles. 

Bespoke tailored cassocks. 

Cottas and Albs. 
Vestment repair service. 

To individual Specifications. 

St. Benet’s Church House, 
Ospringe Road, Kentish 
Town, 

London, NW5 2JB 
Tel: 071 2674720 


Hangatun IPnorg 

KINGHAM, OXON 

Registered Residential and Nursing Home 



Attractive single rooms, some ensuite and double rooms for married 
couples. 

★ QUALIFIED STAFF ★ 24-HOUR CARE 

Only 25 minutes by rail to Oxford. 

Proprietor: 'Mrs E. H. Burden SRN. SCM 

TELEPHONE; KINGHAM (060871) 233 > 


Salford House 
Nursing Home 

High Street, Weiford 
Northamptonshire NN6 7HT 

Now that we have vacancies for 2 patients, we would 
like to make the point that 

WE TREAT EVERYBODY IN OUR CARE THE WAY 
WE WOULD WISH TO BE TREATED OURSELVES 

Ring Mrs Price (0858) 575777 
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SEPTEMBER 


WHAT'S ON 


Sun 30, ABINGDON ALIVE. Launch 
month long celebration and mission 6pm 
Market ^uare. 6.30pm St Helen’s 
Church. Information Centre phone line 
for programme details Abingdon 555516. 
OCTOBER 

Mon 1, CHALVEY, SLOUGH. Knit 
and Natter’, a sponsored knit-in for the 
Children’s Society. St Peter’s Church 
Hall, 2-4pm. Details: mrs M. Inniss, 86 
The Crescent, Slough. 

Thurs 4, HATFIELD. A seminar on 
church heating and lighting for cletgy and 
church officers. Run by the Energy Con- 
servation Centre and E.C.C. Consultants. 
9.30am-4.30pm at St John’s Church, 
Hatfield, Herts. Ad. free. Details: 0494 
23299. 

Fri 5, FARINGDON. In His Presence’ 
by Roger Mayor. A presentation at All 
Saints Church. 7.30pm for Church Ur- 
ban Fund. Details: Audrey Harrison 0793 
782838 

Fri 5, ABINGDON ALIVE. Mary 
Magdalene’, a musical by Roger Jones 
performed by singers and musicians from 
Abingdon churches at the Amey Hall. 
Tickets £3 (concessions £2). 

Sun 7, ASHBURY, in His Presence, by 
Roger Mayor at St Mary’s Church, 
6.30pm for Church Urban fond. Details: 
Audrey Harrison 0793 782838. 

Fri 12-Sun 13, ABINGDON ALIVE. 
Industrial Festival in the spirit of harvest 
festival celebrating Abingdon’s industry 
past and present. Fri 9am-9pm. Sat 
10am-4.30pm and debate at 7pm chaired 
by Dr Paul Williams of the Rutherford 
Laboratory. Sun: Family Service 
10.30am and afternoon exhibition. 

Sat 13, LUDGERSHALL. Near Brill, 
St Mary’s celebrates 750 years with a 
flower festival from 10am. Also 
refreshments and exhibition with theme 
Ludgershall through the ages’ in the 
village hall. Thanksgiving service Tues. 
October 16 at 7.30pm. All details Jean 
Simms on 0844 237803. 

Sat 13, ABINGDON ALIVE. 
Peachcroft Festival Day. A celebration 
for all the family with crafts, music, 
drama and children’s events at the 
Peachcroft Christian Centre 10am-4pm. 
Sat 13, OXFORD. ‘Getting the Message 
Across: Christian Writing in a Secular 
World’, a lecture by Ann Pilling, the 
popular children’s novelist. 2.30pm at St 
Ebbe’s Parish Centre, Pennyfarthing 
Place. Organised by the Librarian’s 
Christian Fellowship. Details: The 
Secretary. LCF, 34 Thurlestone Ave, II- 
ford, Essex IG3 9DU. Tel: 081 599 
1310. 

Sat 13, WANTAGE. The Cardinall’s 
Musick. Music from the English 
Renaissance sung by the Men from 
Christchurch. Wantage Parish Church, 
8pm. Details: Simon Love 02357 4278. 
Sat 13, LUDGERSHALL. Concert at 
St Mary’s, 7.30pm. Brookside Singers 
plus local tenor, Steven Boydall. Pro- 
ceeds to Restoration Fund. Details Jean 
Simms. 0844 237803. 

Sat 13, SALISBURY. Service of Animal 
Blessing at Salisbury Cathedral with the 
Bishop of Salisbury, The Rt Revd John 
A. Baker, 3pm. Details: May Tripp 0532 
583517. 

Sat 13, NEWPORT PAGNELL. 
Flower Festival and choral Evensong 
with dedication of the new organ. 6pm, 
St Firmin’s, North Crawley. Details: 
0604 862943. 

Sat 13, BURNHAM. A Viennese Even- 
' ■ ing, 7.30pm at St Peter’s. Northampton 
Flute Choir plus local singers play and 
sing Strauss etc. Light, intriguing colour- 
ful. fun! £4 ticket includes Viennese cof- 
fee and cake. Details Mrs Lesley Ford, 
0628 664712. 

Sat 13, WANTAGE. Liturgical 
reconstruction of Compline in Salisbury 


rite including Tallis Polyphony, Packe’s 
Nunc Dimittis etc performed by the Car- 
dinall’s Musick, Parish Church SS Peter 
and Paul 8pm. 

Sat 13, STOKENCHURCH. Bisham 
Riverside Concert Band. 7.34pm at the 
Church of SS Peter & Paul. £2.50 inc 
cider, bread & cheese. For church exten- 
sion fund. Details: 0494 482384. 

Sat 13, AYLESBURY. St Mary’s 
Liturgy and Music Day 10am-4.30pm. 
Bring your own lunch or snacks available 
at St Mary’s Shop. Come and join us! 
Details 0296 437641. 

Sun 14, ABINGDON ALIVE. Songs of 
Praise in the Abbey Hall, 8pm. Inter- 
viewer Wesley Smith (Central News 
South). Music from Abingdon Town 
Band, organist Jermey Wallbank. Direc- 
tor Charmian Manship. 

Sun 14, WANTAGE. Piano Recital by 
Graham Blyth. Bach, Beethoven, 
Debussy, Ravel. Wantage Parish Church. 
8pm. Details: Simon Love 02357 4278. 
Sun 14, NEWBURY. St Nicolas’ Hall, 
7.30pm, the Bishop of Oxford speaking 
on ‘Is there a Gospel for the Rich?’ First 
of series of autmn lecturers on alternate 
Sundays theme of ‘Issues Facing the 
Church’. 

Wed 17, Oxford. ‘St Thomas and the 
Immaculate Conception’. Talk given by 
the Revd Marcud Hodges. OP at 
Blackfriars, St Giles’ at 8. 15pm. Arrang- 
ed by the Ecumenical Society of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.' The Society’s 
AGM will be on November 29 at the 
Cherwell Centre, 16 Norham Gardens. 
Oxford at 6. 15pm. Supper and Office in 
the chapel. Preacher. Canon Hugh 
Wybrew. Vicar of St Mary Magdalen. 
Supper tickets £3.50. Details of these and 
other events from Mrs Watson, 0865 
54523. 

Wed 17, LONDON. The Right Revd 
Richard Harries. Bishop of Oxford give^ 
the Van Der Zyl Memorial Lecture “The 
Response of the Churches to the State of 
Israel’’ 8pm. Free. Leo Baeck College, 
80 East End Road, London N3 2SY. 
Details: 081-349 4525. 

Thurs 18, OXFORD. John Crone, CMS 
audio-visual producer on Palestinian 
Christians. 7.30pm for 8pm, St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road. Details: Revd Ar- 
nold Lee, tel: 0865 880532. 

Fri 19, ABINGDON ALIVE. Jazz at St 
Michael’s. Mainstream jazz by Classic 
Jazz. Wine and soft drinks. Tickets £2 
(concessions £1) from Information Cen- 
tre, St Nicholas Church. Abingdon. Tel: 
555516. 

Fri 19-Sun 21, ABINGDON ALIVE. 
Flower Festival St Nicholas Church 
10am-5pm daily. Coffee and light lun- 
ches available. 

Fri 19-Sun 21. SUNNINGDALE. Ho- 
ly Trinity Festival of Flowers and Music. 
Fri and Sat 10am-6pm. Concert Sat 
7.30pm by New Town Singers. Details 
Ascot (0344) 20061. 

Sat 20, ABINGDON ALIVE. Elijah 
from Scratch at St Helen’s Church 8pm. 
Join in a scratch performance of 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah conducted by 
Malcolme Pearce. Book in advance In- 
formation Centre in the church. 

Sat 20, WANTAGE. Challow Chamber 
Singers conducted by Andrew Mackay. 
Motets and cantatas by Bach. 8pm at 
Wantage Parish Church. Details: Simon 
Love 02357 4278. 

Sat 20, READING. AGM of the Oxford 
Diocese Movement for the Ordination of 
Women. Revd Elizabeth Baxter speaking 
on ‘Inner City Experience’ Ad. free 
bring packed lunch. 10.30am-3pm at 
Trinity Church District Centre, Chalfont 
Close, Lower Earley. Details: Sue Lloyd 
0865 61755. 


Sun 21, WANTAGE. Violin & piano 
recital by Katharing Turner & Carolyn 
Taylor. Music by ^humann,* Brahms & 
Liszt. 8pm. Wantage Parish Church. 
Details: Simon Love 02357 4278. 

Wed 24, ABINGDON. Media 
Awareness Project Conference. 
10am-4pm at Drayton Village Hall. Ad. 
free, lunch provided. To book tel Mrs H. 
Harris 0753 633177. 

Wed 24, ABINGDON ALIVE. Alive to 
God. Evangelist David Coffey speaks in 
the Abbey Hall on what it means to be 
a Christian, 8pm. 

Wed 24, WANTAGE. Healing Service 
with Eucharist and laying on of hands the 
Parish Church of SS Peter and Paul, 
8pm. Enquiries 02357 2829. 

Fri 26, ABINGDON. One World 
Festival International Evening in the 
Guildhall at 7.30pm. Details 0865 
391206. 

Fri 26-Sun 28, PRINCES 
RISBOROUGH. St Mary’s Church 
‘Fruits of the Earth’ inter-church flower 
festival. Fri and Sat: 10am-8pm. Sun: 
noon-5pm. Organ recitals each day, light 
refreshments Sat and Sun. In aid of Iain 
Rennie Hospice at Home Appeal, and 
Helen House, Oxford. 

Sat 27-Sun 28, OXFORD. St Giles’ 
Charity Arts and Craft weekend. “With 
Christmas in Mind”. Restore, Camphill 
Trust, One Village etc. Sat 1 lam-5pm. 
Sun 2-5pm. 

Sat 27, WANTAGE. Challow Chamber 
Players conducted by Garham Blyth. 
Music by Strauss and Tchaikowsky. 8pm 
at Wantage Parish. Details: Simon Love 
02357 4278. 

Sat 27, ABINGDON ALIVE. One 
World Festival Exhibition 10am-4pm in 
the Guildhall. Details 0865 3912()6. 

Sat 27. OXFORD. Intercontinental 
Church Society Coffee Morning and 
Bring and Buy Sale 10.30am-noon at 122 
Banbury Road. Also short talk by Lady 
Hoare, Chairman of the Permanent 
Chaplains' Committee. All welcome. 
Details 0865 51 1636. 

Sat 27. BLEWBURY. ‘The Child is the 
Father of the Man’. A programme of 
verse and prose spoken by Margaret Ex- 
on and Be^ Stephenson. John Ritchie on 
the Virginals. £2.50 (£2 concessions) 
from B Stephenson, 1 1 Westbrook 
Green, Blewbury or on the door. 

Sat 27. OXFORD. Walk in the Light’. 
A day for children on baptism and 
renewal. 10.30am-2pm at Church 
Cowley School. Details: Fr Leonard 
Doolan 0993 812543. 

Sat 27. NEWBURY. Autumn Bazaar, St 
Luke’s Hall, St Bartholomew’s School, 
Buckingham Rd. 1 .30pm-4pm. Details: 
R Gibbs 0635 42765. 

Sat 27. NEWPORT PAGNELL. Learn 
the Organ Year 1990 Open Day at St Fir- 
min’s, North Crawley. Demonstration 
between 2pm and 4pm. Opportunity to 
have a go! Details: 0604 862943. 

Sat 27. WINDSOR. Book Fair, St 
Agnes Church Hall, St Lenoard’s Rd, 
Spital 9am-4pm. Thousands of books! 
Sat 27. MILTON KEYNES. The Cross 
and Stable Church. Day of Renewal on 
the theme ‘I make all things new’, with 
Bishop Ban it Chiu and the Revd Gethin 
Abraham-Williams, directed by the Revd 
John Knight. 10am-5pm, healing service 
3.30pm. All denominations welcome. 
Details: Mrs Diane Revitt, 1 Austin Ave, 
OIney, Bucks MK46 4CL. Tel: 0234 
711788. 

Sun 28. ABINGDON ALIVE. Tor- 
chlight Procession. Start at any of town’s 
churches, meet and sing in the Market 
Square at 6pm. Go onto the Abbey 
Grounds for a final service of thanksgiv- 
ing and celebration. 


Sun 28. NEWBURY. St Nicolas Hall. 
7.30pm Revd Peter Renouf speaking on 
“Unity: how have we landed up here?’’, 
seconmd of autumn series on theme 
“Issues Facing the Church”. 
NOVEMBER 

Thurs 1. READING. A celebration of 
1 25th anniversary of the Consecration of 
Bishop Wilberforce. 7.45pm at All 
Saints, Downshire Square. A Solemn 
Concelebrated Eucharist. Bishop of Ox- 
ford presiding and preaching. Marks the 
successful completion of a £40,000 ap- 
peal, for urgent works on church fabric. 
Details: Mrs W Smith. Tel. 0734 
572000. 

Thurs 1. BANBURY. Healing Service. 
St Paul’s Church. Warwick Road. 
7.30pm Details: Revd Dr David Thom- 
son 0295 264003. 

Sat 3. SUNNINGHILL. St Michael & 
All Angels Craft Fair & Art Exhibition. 
10am-4pm at Cordes Hall. For 
Children’s Society. 

Sun 4 - Fri 9. EXETER. ‘12,000 Mile 
Service’, a relaxing break of people in 
Christian ministry & their spouses with 
The Society of Mary & Martha. £50 inc. 
Details: Dr Sarah Horsman, The Socie- 
ty of Mary & Martha, PO Box 2, 
Christow, Exeter EX6 7FB. 0647 52752. 
Mon 5. READING. Additional Curates 
Society Festival for Diocese of Oxford. 
Solemn Eucharist. Bishop of Reading 
presiding. Canon Anthony Prescott, Gen. 
Secs. ACS will preach. 7.30pm at All 
Saints, Downshire Square. Details: Fr 
Philip Jones, ACS Diocesan Secretary. 
Tel: 0734 572000. 

Tues 6. STANFORD IN THE VALE: 
A concert of Gospel and New Orleans 
Jazz by Lillian Boutfo, St Denys’ Church. 
7.45pm. £8. Details: 0367 710593. 
Tickets from local Post Office or send 
SAE and cheque (payable to PCC Stan- 
ford) to The Vicarage, Stanford in the 
Vale, Nr Faringdon, Oxon. 

Sun II, NEWBURY: St Nicolas’ Hall. 
7.30pm. The Revd David Barton, Pro- 
ject Officer with the London Diocesan 
Board for Schools will speak on “Educa- 
tion: Will our Children Dream 

Dreams?’’, third in an autumn series 
under the title “Issues Facing the 
Church’’. 

Fri 16. OXFORD: The Messiah at the 
Sheldonian Theatre. SINGERS NEED- 
ED to form balanced choir. Rehearsals 
throughout Sept, Oct, Nov. Experienc- 
ed singers or those who know the work 
well may only need to attend last 4 . 
Details: 0865 730834. 

Sat 17. STOKENCHURCH: Concert 
by Young Musicians of Stokenchurch. 
Church of SS Peter & Paul. Details: 0494 
482383. 

Sun 18. OXFORD: Royal School of 
Music invites you to “Rehearse and sing 
Mozart Requiem Mass” at the Church 
of St Michael at the Northgate at 8. 15pm. 
Conductor Philip Cave, organist Peter 
Ward Jones. Limited number of copies 
available on loan but contact John Simp- 
son on 0865 340777 first. Retiring col- 
lection to cover expenses. 

Sun 18. NEWBURY: St Nicolas Hall. 
7.30pm. Elaine Storkey, Open Univer- 
sity Lecturer, author and bro^caster will 
speak on “Equality: Women Priests in 
the 90s”, the last in a series of lectures 
on the theme “issues Facing the 
Church”. 

Tues 20-Fri 23. PORTSMbUTH: 
Retreat for clergy at Catherington House. 
£43. Details: Cathy Norman 0705 
593251. 

Wed 21. OXFORD: ‘Organ Transplan- 
tation Ethics — Issues and Pastoral Care’, 
a study day for hospital chaplains and 
other health care professionals in Oxon 
Region, Academic Centre, John Radcliffe 
Hospital, 9.45am-3.45pm. Speakers will 


Omni care 

INDEPENDENCE TfflS AUTUMN 

SEE OUR RANGE OF POWERED 
WHEELCHAIRS, SCOOTERS AND 
LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 



The local response to all your needs with 
many items to help you with improved 
indepence and mobility. 

o m i c a r e centre 


Monday to Friday 9-5. 30pm 
58B High Street 
Aylesbury. Tel: 415003 



ARMAGEDDON 

AN unidentified correspondent in a recent TV new bulletin from 
the Gulf remarked that “the nations of the world were assembl- 
ed for battle”. Without perhaps knowing it, he was echoing a 
verse from the hook of Revelation: 

“The kings of the whole world assembled them for battle on 
the great day of God the Almighty. And they assembled them; 
at the place which is called in Hebrew: “Armageddon”. (Rev 
16 . 14 - 16 ). 

The apocalyptic books of the Bible, of which the book of 
Revelation is one, were often preoccupied with the fear, or the 
hope, of the great cosmic battle which would mark the end of 
the world as we know it. This is a scenario with which we in 
the Church are now unfamiliar, but it returns to haunt us in 
times of world crisis. It is a reminder, in the wake of the 
euphoria which greeted the events in Eastern Europe earlier 
in the year, that men are not by any means ih control of their 
destiny. 

It takes only the crazy action of a power-hungry man to pro- 
voke another “Armageddon”. The word means “The hill coun- 
try of Megiddo” (in Galilee), famous in history for the battles 
which regularly raged throu^ it. It was indeed the place “where 
the kings of the world assembled for battle”, with dire conse- 
quences for humanity. 

It was a fitting symbol for the final cosmic battle which would 
bring all things to an end. But it is a symbol, too, for the 
sovereignty of God, “the Lord of Hosts” as the Hebrews call- 
ed Him. One fearsome tyrant of the ancient world had to learn 
that lesson, as it is recorded in the Book of Daniel with which 
Revelation has much in common: “There fell a voice from 
heaven. ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken. The 
kihgdom has departed from you, and you shall be driven from 
amongst men, and your dwelling will be among the beasts of 
the field, and you shall eat grass like an ox, and seven times 
shall pass over you until you have learned that the Most High 
rules in the kingdom and gives it to whom he will’.” 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the writer of 
many books. He lives near Banbury. 



A Bone shaker! 


A sponsored cycle run for the Berkshire Historic Churches Trust 
was a family affair for the Bishop of Reading on September 8. 
The Rt Revd John Bone. Seen here about to climb onto “Mud- 
dy Fox” his son Patrick’s mountain bike. Bishop John along 
with hundreds of others all over the Diocese, set out to cycle 
to as many churches as stamina would allow. He also met his 
son-in-law and grandson who had set out from Ded worth, for 
lunch in the churchyard at Waltham-St-Lawrence. 

Photo: Reading Evening Post. 


include Patricia Franklin, Oxford 
Regional Transplant Liaisoiv Officer and 
David Cook, Chaplain and Fellow of 
Green College, Oxford. Contact: Mrs 
Gaskell, 0865 752540 by October 15. 
Sat 24. READING: Corymeela com- 
munity Silver Jubilee Concert with Brian 
Kay, oboe, Susan Edwards, piano/spinct, 
and guests. To be held at St Matthew’s 
Church, Southcote Lane at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £5 in advance (£5.50 at the door) 
include mulled wine and a mince pie 
available from Corrymeela Link, PO ^x 
118, Reading RGl ISL. Tel: 0734 
589800 

Tues 27. HUGHENDEN: Guild of 
Vergers social function. Details: John 
Lazenbury 0793 521098. 

Tues 27. OXFORD: ‘Making Good 
Marriages Better’, Organised by CARE 
for the Family, 7.30pm- 10pm at Oxford 
Town Hall, £3.50. E)etails: Maureen Er- 
ny. Care for the Family Seminars, 53 
Romney St, London SWlP 3RF. Tel: 
071-233 0455. 

DECEMBER 

Tues 4-Thurs 6. LEAMINGTON SPA. 
‘Moving On’, a conference for clergy of 
an evangelical tradition ministering in 
parishes of other traditions {& women 
serving in equivalent positions). Organis- 
ed by Church Pastoral Aid Society. £50. 
Details: CPAS Vocation & Ministry. 
Falcon Court, 32 Sleet Street, London 
EC4Y IDB. 


Tues 4-Thurs 6. PORTSMOUTH: 
Myers-Briggs, Spirituality & Prayer’. 
£44. Catherington House. Details: Cathy 
Norman 0705 593251. 

Fri 7. MILTON KEYNES. An even 
ing with Garth Hewitt and Stewart 
Henderson' at the Christian Centre, 
Oldbrook, 8pm. Tickets £3.50. Details: 
Mr J. Foakes, 0908 510698. 
NOTICES 

HOUSE EXCHANGE: American 
Episcopal cleric and family (4 in all) from 
Pasadena, Cal, seek to exchange/possibly 
rent acommodation central Oxford or 
nearby village for sabbatical visit April- 
August 1991 inclusive. Send details: R. 
Graves, 1014 East Altadena Drive, 
Altadena, California 91001. Tel: 
8187918531 or contact Dr N. T. Wright. 
Worcester Colleage on 0865 378359. 
HOLY LAND 15^1: Anyone interested 
in joining George and Mary Savage on 
an Easter 1991 pilgrimage for 9- 10 days? 
Contact them at 3 Church Lane, 
Ruscombe, Reading RGIO 9UA. 

THE CORALLIAN SINGERS: are an 
established amateur choir who sing main- 
ly light hearted Renaissance music 
(English & Italian madrigals). They like 
to give some performances each year free 
of charge for charitable or entertainment 
purposes. If any church or other 
organisation in the Diocese would 
welcome a visit by the singers please con- 
tact Peter Hills on 0235 521077. 




A Christian company specialising in 

• POLYPROPYLENE CHAIRS FROM £5.95 -h 
VAT (250 -f-) 

• FOLDING AND STACKING TABLES 

• ALL TYPES OF UPHOLSTERED STACKING 
CHAIRS FOR CHURCHES 

SEND FOR OUR COLOUR CATALOGUE 

SHOWROOM: 64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD. BUCKS HP9 2JD 


PHONE 

0494 671131 

NOW! 

0494 677212 


THE BED 



FREE DELIVERY 
k FREE & EASY PARKING/ 

★ FREE DISPOSAL OF OLD BED 


THE BED SHOP 
5 BELLFIELD PARADE 
BRINDLEY AVENUE 
DOWNLEY 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
BUCKS 
HP13 5SX 
0494 448222 
OPENING HOURS: 
Mon-Sat 9.30am-6pm 
Sun 10am- 1pm 
Wed 9. 30am- 1pm 


. WE ARE ji^ 
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Women Priests? 


A supplement to help you make up your mind 


From the Bishop of Oxford 

I WARMLY commend this insert of The DOOR to you. 
Might I suggest that you keep it to use when the subject is 
debated in your parish, or at your deanery synod? This is 
a difficult issue, and we nee^ to listen to one another as Chris- 
tians. This means doing our best to really understand each 
other’s point of view and why differing views are held so 
strongly. We need to be sensitive to each other and to care 
about how we shall be feeling, whatever the outcome at the 
end of the day. Above all, we need to offer this whole debate 
to God’s keeping and trust in His leading. 

Richard Oxon 


Presenting 
the issues 


DURING the next six months, 
deanery and diocesan synods all 
over the country will be debat- 
ing and voting on legislation for 
the Ordination of Women to the 
Priesthood. Many parishes will 
also be discussing it. 

Passions run high on this 
issue. Some have already left the 
Church of England b^ause it 
doesn’t ordain women, and 
some have promised to leave if 
it does. It raises the whole ques- 
tion of how we handle the dif- 
ference in the Church, without 
it degenerating into ‘party’ 
pressure groups and slanging 
matches. 

Five years ago, the Oxford 
Diocesan Council of Education 
and Training produced a pam- 
phlet written by Martin Flatman 
and Penny Naime. Bishops 
Council has sponsored this four- 
page insert, a development of 
the original pamphlet. It is to 
help you to understand the issues 
— the points of view — and 
come to your own mind about it. 

We know a good deal about 
totalitarian states, and it is im- 
portant that you make up your 
own mind after looking at the 
evidence in an atmosphere as 
free from oppression and propa- 
ganda as possible. As Chris- 
tians, we have to go one stage 
further; for we are, even in our 
disagreements, sisters and 
brothers in Christ, redeemed by 
His blood and united in His body 
by baptism. 

Newspapers are not famous 
for being even-handed, and pro- 
ducing this insert has been full 
of danger. How could it be done 


fairly? Which side in the debate 
would be advantaged or dis- 
advantaged by the layout or pic- 
tures? So we have worked witl^ 
the idea of the original pam- 
phlet, which seemed to com- 
mand wide respect. 

Penny and Martin wrote their 
pieces and then showed them to 
each other. They knew they 
would appear side by side, and 
each was able to amend their 
own in the light of the other, 
although they have not attemp- 
ted to ‘answer’ all of each 
other’s points. This process 
went on until each was happy 
enough. 

Every decision about this in- 
sert has been made with their 
agreement. They have no illu- 
sions that everyone will agree 
with them or approve of all that 
they have said or allowed, but 
it h^ been done in a spirit which 
might be sununed up as: “I do 
not agree with you, but I want 
your argument and your point of 
view to be present^ as well as 
possible.” 

People have been recruited to 
speak at Deanery Synods in the 
same spirit. All of us have met 
together and agreed that each 
team of speakers should have a 
preliminary meeting in order to 
pray together, let each other 
know what they are going to 
say, and plan how to field dif- 
ficult questions and comments. 
There was general agreement 
that we need to do this in a way 
that builds up rather than breaks 
down the unity of the Church. 

Keith Lamdin 



Church of England General Synod members gather at Church House, Westminster. 


The story so far . . . 


IN 1975 General Synod passed a motion 
in all three houses that: “This Synod con- 
siders that there are no fundamental ob- 
jections to the ordination of women to 
the priesthood.” 

But the Synod, noting the significant 
division of opinion reflected in diocesan 
voting, decided that: “It would not be 
right at the present to remove the legal 
and other barriers to the ordination of 
women.” 

In 1978 General Synod tried to remove 
the barriers to the ordination of women. 
Needing a two-thirds majority in each 
house, it was passed by the Houses of the 
Bishops and the Laity, but lost in the House 
of Clergy. 

1984 — A similar motion: “That this 
Synod calls upon the Standing Commit- 
tee to bring forward legislation to per- 
mit the ordination of women to the 
priesthood in the provinces of Canter- 
bury and York.” Was passed in all three 
houses. 

1987 — A report from the House of 
Bishops was welcomed by S^od, who in- 
struct^ the Standing Committee of Synod 
to bring forward legislation to authorise the 
ordination of women to the priesthood in 
accordance with the guidelines of the 
Bishops’ report, AND instructed the House 
of Bishops to prepare the code of practice 


envisaged in their report. This was pass- 
ed by majorities in ^1 houses. 

1^8 — Second report by the House of 
Bishops, and in July 1989 their draft code 
of practice. Generi Synod approved these 
draft Measures, (the technical term for a 
Church law), one for the ordination of 
women and one for the financial provi- 
sions, and sent them to Revision Commit- 
tees for detailed consideration. 

1989 — These Measures were again 
approved by General Synod after the 
revision stage. 

Under Article 8, the draft Measure on 
the Ordination of Women to the Priest- 
hood (but not the financial provisions, 
which will be dealt with under different 
articles) must now be referred to Dio- 
cesan Synods. It is hoped that Diocesan 
Synods will also consult Deanery Synods. 
A majority of Diocesan Synods must vote 
in favour of this measure before it can 
come back to General Synod. If this hap- 
pens, at its final stage in General Syn^ 
there must be a two-thirds majority in 
each house. 

1990 — At its meeting held on June 23 
this year, the Oxford Diocesan Synod pass- 
ed the following resolution: 

“That this Synod notes the reference by 
the (]^neral Synod of the draft legislation 
relating to the ordination of women to 


the priesthood, AND asks deanery 
syno^ to consider and vote upon the 
following motion: ^That this Synod ap- 
proves the proposals embodi^ in the 
draft Priests (Ordination of Women) 
Measure and in draft Canon C 4B (Of 
Women Priests) and draft amending 
Canon No. 13,’ and to notify the 
Secretary of the Synod of the Result by 
no later than May 20, 1991.” 

Once the deanery replies are in next 
May, the issue has to be debated by the 
Diocesan Synod before. November 30, 
1991 so that its reply can be reported to 
General Synod for February 1992. 


The Synod Process 

Each Annual Parochial Meeting 
elects lay people to be on a 
Deanery Synod. All parish 
clergy are on Deanery Synod. 
Deanery Synod has two houses 
— the House of Clergy and the 
House of Laity. All Deanery 
Synod members form the elec- 
torate both to Diocesan and 
General Synod. These both have 
three houses — Bishops, Clergy 
and Laity. 


SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER, from 2.30pm 

St Ebbe's Parish Centre, Pennyfarthing Place, Oxford 

ANN PILLING 

popular children’s author 

“GETTING THE MESSAGE: CHRISTIAN 
WRITING IN A SECULAR WORLD” 

Organised by the Librarians’ Christian Fellowship 
but all welcome 

Details: G. Hedges, 34 Thurlestone Avenue, Ilford, 
Essex IG3 9DU. (Tel: 081-599 1310} 


The Ordination of Women 
to the Priesthood 
IT'S RIGHT - AND ITS RIGHT 

NOW 

MOVEMENT FOR THE 
ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
Napier Hall, Hide Place 
Vincent Street, London 
SW1P 4NJ 
Tel: 071-834 2736 


time is NOW - 
Join us NOW - 
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ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY - 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 
Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s bookshop. 235 237. 
Manchester Com Exchange. 
Hanging Ditch. M4 3BP 
Tel; 061 8351069 (home: 0942 
813280) 


JACQUIE BINNS - 

ARTIST/EMBROIDERER 


081-874 0895 



Original and individual 
Church Vestments, Altar 
Frontals, Banners 


LENT '91 

First steps in Evangelism 


THE 

DECADE 

OF 

EVANGELISM 

1990-2000 


During the five weeks of Lent we look at 
Evangelism in Urban and Rural 
churches, Children’s Evangelism, 
Evangelism through the Arts and in 
Industry. In each session we unpack the 
essential messages of the Gospel. 

The course pack costs £20 (inc VAT) 
and contains a cassette tape of each 
week’s teaching material, a Video, 
leaders notes and study notes for 
participants. 


Produced 

in association with 
BBC RADIO OXFORD 


Order your Lent packs from 
‘Lent ’91’, Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


The ar g uments against 

Experience 



NORWICH ORGAN 

395 Sprowston Road, 
Norwich NR3 4HY 



MANUFACTURERS 

Telepone: 

Norwich (0603) 404459 


SPECIALIST 

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH 
QUALITY PIPELESS ORGANS 
FOR CHURCHES 


Another addition to our digital series, the Walsingham 
902, with drawstop console as illustrated. Excellent 
tonal quality with in-built speaker system on the 
basic model and a range of 
options to cater for most 
needs. Ideal for the smaller 
church or the classical 
organist at home. 

Basic instrument £6585 
including VAT. 



WALSINGHAM 902 
DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGY 


FULL BROCHURE 
ON REQUEST 


ST JOHN’S 
COLLEGE CHOIR 
CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys’ voices for this world- 
famous Choir will be held on Saturday, 13 
October 1990, at St John’s College, at 9 
a.m. Choristers are educated at St John’s 
College School and are awarded 
Scholarships which are worth £4,000 a 
year. Candidates should not be younger 
than 7 years, nor be older than 9'/2 years, 
on the date of the trial. 

Please apply to: 

The College Organist 
Tel: 0223-338612 
for particulars 


BROKEN WINDOW? 

GLASS • GLAZING# SEALED UNITS 

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS 
0628 777712 AND GLAZING NEEDS 


EMERGENCY 

24 HOUl 

SERVICE 


f ^ 

You Can Save Time, 
Money and Tired Feet 

By selecting your 
carpets and curtains 
in the comfort of 
your own home. 

Carpeting and curtains for commercial 
and domestic application. 

• Select from samples at your home or office 

• quotations at competitive prices 

• Top brand names 

• Quality fitting and installation 

• Prompt service, satisfaction guaranteed 

• Licenced credit broker 

For more information on our comprehensive service, 
please call Timothy Campbell on: 

Maidenhead (0628) 777245 
Evenings (0628) 850353 
Mobile 0860 438070 
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Propaganda is dangerous 

CHRISTIANS must be guided by God, basing 
their decisions on how His will has been shown 
to the Church through the ages, not on what the 
world thinks. So on this issue, it is important 
not to let feelings, or the world’s view, provide 
the major influence in our decisions. 

The Church must not conform to the world, 
but to the promise of Christ’s kingdom in which 
everything is transformed and glorified. It will 
not do to compare the Church to a business and 
say that now women are accepted as leaders, it 
must be alright for the Church. If the Church 
were that kind of organisation and the priesthood 
was that kind of leadership, there would be no 
reason why a woman should not be a priest. But 
we are not discussing who would make an effi- 
cient administrator or counsellor, but the nature 
of a particular calling within the ministry of the 
whole Church in which all are equal. 

Those called to spiritual headship have nothing 
in common with leadership in the normal sense 
of that word. 


Adjusting our ideas 

At the moment the Church is dominated by 
priests, and other ministers are seen wrongly as 
second class Christians. Some think it unfair that 
women cannot be priests. In a Biblical Church, 
with many different but equal ministries, the par- 
ticular role for men as priests, alongside equal- 
ly valued ministries for women, should help us 
rediscover the equal but different role of men 
and women as God intends it. This process 
would thus bring us closer to Jesus. 

Sexual differences are God-given 

We believe that (jod was made flesh. We may 
not like the particular body that God has given 
us, but we are called to accept that this is God’s 
way for us. Some find it hard to accept the sex 
they are, but unlike outward characteristics like 
the colour of our hair, our sexuality is part of 
our deepest being. It is not just physical. 

To say that men and women are the same apart 
from a few bodily differences is just not true. 


The Bible 


Liberated view 

THE Bible constantly expresses 
a different and vital role for 
women. The story of Eve form- 
ed from Adam’s rib in Genesis 
is about equal partnership, not 
inferiority. In both Old and New 
Testaments, women are shown 
playing key roles, especially in 
the Gospels where Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, plays a vital 
part in the way God becomes a 
real flesh and blood person. 
Mary and the other women also 
play an important part as wit- 
nesses, of the suffering, death 
and Resurrection of Jesus. 

Jesus could have 
chosen women 

All of this, and the liberated 
way in which Jesus associated 
with women of all kinds, does 
not change the fact that the par- 
ticular task of being apostles is 
given to men. Jesus chooses 
them to represent him in a 
special way, and to exercise a 
land of headship in the Church 
(a leadership of service rather 
than repression) that is quite the 
opposite of the lordship of the 
pagans, which he made a point 
of condemning (Matthew 
20:25-8). Women could even be 
evangelists, like the woman at 


the well, but to be an apostle was 
clearly something quite dif- 
ferent. 

St Paul’s views 

St Paul shows us this pattern 
developing. He was responding 
to different and difficult situ- 
ations in the most appropriate 
way, and we should not try to 
create an exact copy. But the 
theology at the root of his par- 
ticular response cannot be set 
aside. 

Talking of the man as head, 
he links it explicitly to the head- 
ship of Christ. He talks power- 
fully of the interdependence 
between men and women, and 
compares it to the relationship 
between Christ and his Church. 
It is a relationship of mutual ser- 
vice, not of domination of one 
by the other, nor of interchange- 
ability. 

The churches that St Paul ap- 
proved of sometimes had 
women in important roles (see 
Romans 16:1-2), but this 
ministry was a distinctive one, 
and not simply the same as the 
one exercised by men. 

Developing ministry 

Though there is no one pattern 
of ministry in the New Testa- 


ment, the development of a 
special oversight of the Church 
by male bishops, the successors 
of the apostles, can be seen in 
1 Timothy 3. This development 
continues under God’s guidance 
in the early post-Biblical years 
with the male presbyter (or 
priest) supporting and repre- 
senting the bishop. 

The deacons have a distinctive 
ministry, and are certainly not 
priests without certain powers as 
most people see them today. 
There are also other important 
ministries. If we had a more 
Biblical understanding of the 
Church we might be much 
closer to rediscovering a real 
place for women in the ministry 
of the Church, rather than ex- 
pecting everyone to be the same. 

The will of God 

A lot depends how you view 
the Bible. If you view it as not 
much more than interesting his- 
torical background, then you can 
approve of almost anything that 
may be suggested. The more 
seriously you take the under- 
lying theology of the Bible, see- 
ing within it the mind and the 
will of God, the more difficult 
you will find it to reconcile the 
views expressed there with the 
ordination of women. 



True to God’s way 

THE ordination of women is neither true to the 
Bible nor to the way God has guided his Church 
since. Though certain things in the Church are 
simply customs, other things ye closer to the cen- 
,tral doctrines of the Christi^ faith. 

To change something as central as this is a very 
important matter, and it is interesting to note how 
many other basic Christian truths (in the Creed 
for example) are being challenged by many of 
the same people who want to ordain women. To 
reject the ways of Christianity because we think 
we are more enlightened begins to throw doubt 
on our belief that God does speak through the Bi- 
ble and the teaching of the Church. We might 
just as easily suggest leaving out other bits of the 
Bible or Creeds that seem not quite to fit modem 
ways of thinking. 


God became a man 

Our faith centres on the man Jesus, and 
whatever our view of Holy Communion, we 
believe this is a special way of being close to him. 
The person who stands in the place of Jesus at 
the table has a particular part to play within the 
worship of the whole Church. 

Unfortunately, too much power and prestige, 
and most of the worship, has been concentrated 
in his hands. As we are rediscovering the part 
every Christian can play in worship, we will see 
that a priest is there, not to mn everything, but 
to be for us a specific sign of the man Jesus at 
the Last Supper. 

If women play this particular role, this visual 


link with Jesus is broken^ and we easily think of 
him as only vaguely human, as a nice idea in our 
minds that we can mould as we will. But Jesus 
is a real man who died for us ( 1 Cor 1 1 :26). Draw 
a picture of any man naked on the cross and you 
can think of Jesus, but draw a picture of a woman 
and you cannot see Jesus any more. 


Discarding ancient ways is dangerous 

The risen Christ we know has not lost his 
humanity. The Jesus we know now must be the 
same man who died for us. Therefore, the 
specific visual representation of the risen Christ 
as a man is very important. 

In every other way men and women are equally 
capable of representing Jesus to others, but this 
particular way of seeing the priest is part of the 
ancient tradition of the Church which cannot be 
discarded lightly. 

To take one other example, Jesus chose bread 
and wine. We could use something else that might 
seem more appropriate to our modem way of life, 
but would we be as close to him? 


Discovering God’s will 

Jesus had to be either male or female to be truly 
human, and God chose male. We do not believe 
that women are less redeemed than men just 
because Jesus was male. We have to work within 
a Church that proclaims this unique way in which 
God chose to work in Jesus the man, whilst pro- 
claiming the truth that each man and woman is 
equally loved by God. 


Sadly men have used these differences to domin- 
ate women, but we ^o not remove this injustice 
to women by pretending that such differences 
do not exist. Indeed, ordaining women at pre- 
sent is far too much like making them honorar> 
men! We have to learn to accept these God-giver 
differences, and to use them to show what true 
sexual equality might mean. 

Discovering the will of God 

We all have to learn the hard road of the cross 
In every generation, women and men have tc 
discover that finding out God’s will means look- 
ing carefully at a way forward with God whict 
is in keeping with the way He has guided us ir 
the past, and right for the whole Church through 
out the world. 
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can’t imagine a woman be- 
ing a priest . . 

Women as doctors, judges, 
engineers, newsreaders, also 
once seemed unimaginable. 
More seriously, some people are 
deeply troubl^ by conscious or 
unconscious fears about women 
priests. 

But experience in the Free 
Churches and in those Anglican 
provinces that already ordain 
women to the priesthood shows 
that when you actually receive 
the ministry of a woman priest, 
who has been called by God, the 
sense of oddness soon goes 
away, the fears evaporate and 
her particular pastoral and 
spiritual gifts are quickly ap- 
parent. 

“Aren’t men and women 
meant to be different?’’ 


They certainly are different — 
though we might find it difficult 
to agree on a description of the 
differences, and perhaps they 
are less marked than we used to 
think. 

In recent times we have 
discovered that gender need not 
dictate what activities particular 
women and men are suited for: 
a man can care for a baby, a 
woman can direct a company. 
Women need not lose their 
distinctiveness as women: they 
bring a greater or lesser degree 
of ‘femininity’ to whatever they 
do and this is an enrichment. 

“How could a mother put the 
Church first?’’ 

Not all women — nor all men 
— marry or have children. But 
a woman who brought the ex- 


perience of being a mother to the 
priesthood would be specially 
well fitted for it. She could make 
a particularly effective contri- 
bution to a team ministry — as 
indeed our many women 
deacons (together with 
deaconesses, readers and lay 
workers) do already. 

Women deacons are already 
preaching, baptising, marrying 
and burying — and a few are in 
charge of churches, but at the 
moment the Church cannot 
make full use of their leadership 
gifts or give them the authority 
they need to pronounce 
forgiveness and preside at Holy 
Communion. 

Whether a married woman 
with small children would be 
able to run a parish or chaplain- 
cy would depend on various fac- 
tors — such as, for example, the 


flexibility of her husband’s job. 
But in any case the years when 
a woman is fully occupied in 
caring for her children are only 
a small proportion of her life, 
and we can be thankful that 
husbands are now more often 
taking their proper share of this 
responsibility. 

It’s right 

In our day many women are be- 
ing called by the Holy Spirit to 
the hard vocation of priesthood, 
and the Church of England 
ought to allow them to test their 
vocations. Experience all over 
the world shows that women 
have everything needed to be 
good priests and that, where 
allowed, they are exercising 
their calling with God’s rich 
blessing. 
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The Bible 


“What guidance can we find 
in the Bible?’’ 

The whole tenor of the Bible, 
with its portrayal of the love of 
God for every individual and of 
the unity of those who are ‘in 
Christ’ through baptism, sug- 
gests that we ought not to have 
any distinctions in Church rules 
on grounds of gender. This 
message of the Bible makes it 
unlikely that God himself has 
built into his ‘body’ for ever the 
limitation of a male-only 
priesthood. 

Each of us has to decide what 
we mean by ‘Biblical authority’. 
The bible gives us principles: we 
have to work out for ourselves 
how to practise them in our par- 
ticular circumstances. In St 
Paul’s letters we see him help- 
ing new churches to put those 
principles into practice in their 
day. 

One such principle is ‘good 
order’ in the Church (1 Cor 
14:40). Today, this principle en- 
tails being seen to value and use 
to the full the vocation and gifts 
of women. Another principle is 
that ‘headship’, as seen in Jesus, 
means not domination but self- 
giving. 

Today we see that women 
j who have the right qualities can 
[exercise authority equally with 


“Is it important that Jesus was 
a man?’’ 

The Incarnation means that God 
became a particular human be- 
ing at a particular time in 
history. It seems likely that God 
became a man because the posi- 
tion of women at that time gave 
them little freedom of move- 
ment. His choice of that par- 
ticular time may well have had 
more to do with the good com- 
munications in the Roman Em- 
pire than with the position of 
men and women in society. It 
was the ‘human-ness’ of Jesus 
that was important. 

“Is God a man?’’ 

Of course God is beyond 
gender, but it is now being 
realised that if we invariably use 
masculine images for God we 
are implying that the male is 
somehow better and stronger 
and more important than the 
female. This implication has 
been reinforced by our tradi- 
tionally male-dominated socie- 
ty and by the male-only 
priesthood. 

Jesus addressed God as 
“Father”, and so we too will 
always want to do the same. But 
we can also use other images for 
God, including that of 


men, but we are also coming to 
a fresh recognition that leader- 
ship should always be seen as 
service. Yet another principle is 
that we are to be “subject to one 
another out of reverence for 
Christ” (Eph 5:21) and this ap- 
plies to each of us, whatever our 
particular calling in the Church 
may be. 

“What was Jesus’ attitude to 
women?’’ 

Jesus treated the individual 
women he encountered with a 
degree of seriousness and love 
that was unusual at that time. 
But he accepted the social 
framework of his day and the 
status and role of women within 
it. Presumably, he chose twelve 
men to be his special disciples 
— ‘apostles’ — because at that 
time women could not have been 
effective evangelists: they would 
not have had the freedom to go 
round preaching and teaching. 

“What about priests in the 
New Testament?” 

The apostles were not given a 
priestly role by Jesus, and most 
of them disappeared from the 
Biblical records after Pentecost. 
There is no clear identity bet- 
ween them and the priesthood. 


“Mother”; several Biblical 
writers and later spiritual writers 
have done so. 

“Hasn’t the Church got on 
quite well for the last 1900 
years without ordaining 
women?” 

Perhaps it would have got on 
even better if it had ordained 
women as priests as well as 
men. However, the question of 
women as priests has simply 
never been ‘on the agenda’ at all 
until, in this century, the open- 
ing of higher education to 
women has made it feasible and 
the growth of the Women’s 
Movement has stirred the 
Church into considering it. 

Admitting women to the 
priesthood is not a fundamental 
change, but a natural develop- 
ment to which the tradition is 
open and which is supported by 
theologians of all ‘schools’. 

“Can a woman ‘represent’ 
Jesus who was a man?” 

All Christians are called to show 
Jesus to those who do not know 
him. We can see Jesus in 
Mother Theresa, in Sister 
Frances Dominica, the founder 
of Helen House and in countless 


which did not develop until after 
the New Testament period. 

Jesus left no instructions about 
how the Church was to be 
organised — but we believe that 
G^ acts in history, so the 
Church always has to try to res- 
pond to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in each age. 

It’s right 

Now that society is recognising 
and developing the full range of 
women’s abilities and now that 
women are seen to have all the 
same ‘human rights’ as men, the 
Church of England ought to em- 
body in its official ministry the 
Biblical vision of partnership 
between women and men, with 
each individual enabled to take 
up their particular calling. 



other women and men who are 
his disciples. The priest is call- 
ed and trained and authorised to 
carry out certain functions on 
behif of us all — to focus the 
priesthood of us all. It is the of- 
fice that matters, not the par- 
ticular gender — nor any other 
physical characteristic of the in- 
dividual. 

In the Eucharist, when we ‘do 
this in remembrance of me’, 
the priest ‘represents’ Jesus to us 
and us to God. The priest can be 
the ‘sign’ of God to us, whether 
male or female, black or white, 
fair or dark, old or young, ugly 
or good-looking . . . for a ‘sign’ 
is a symbol and is quite different 
from the ‘representation’ at- 
tempted by the artist. 

It’s right 

In the Incarnation, it is the 
human-ness, not the male 
gender, of Jesus that is impor- 
tant. We believe that the risen 
and ascended Christ is unconfin- 
ed by gender. We believe that 
Christ has made possible the 
redemption of all humanity — of 
men and women equally. In 
order to proclaim this redemp- 
.tion with conviction and integri- 
ty, the Church of England ought 
to ordain women as well as men 
as priests. 


Theology 
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AGAINST 


Women Priests 


FOR 


Unity 


Dividing the 
Anglican Communion 

ALREADY this issue has 
created deep divisions within the 
Anglican Communion. The few 
Provinces that have ordained 
women, as in America, are no 
longer fully in communion with 
the majority of us. In America 
"'we virtually have two parallel 
branches of Anglicanism lock- 
ed in fruitless battle whilst suc- 
cessful mission takes place in 
other churches and Anglican 
numbers decline. 

Forcing this issue through on 
a two-thirds majority will create 
a similar position in England. 
Those against are not a small 
minority of cranks, but a large 
number of responsible and faith- 
ful Christians from every strand 
of Anglicanism. Some will 
leave, but others will stay. 
Bishops and priests will check 
each other’s credentials in bit- 
ter discord with one another. 
For you it may be a fuss about 
nothing, but for many it would 
be a fundamental change to the 
belief and practice of the church. 

A bar to unity 

Anglicanism is only a very 
small part of Christianity, and 
we can over-emphasise our im- 
portance. The Roman Catholic 
Church has declared officially 
that the ordination of women by 
Anglicans is an enormous block 
to any progress towards unity, 
and the Orthodox bishops have 
expressed similar views. 

The growing Churches of the 
Protestant world (mainly Pente- 
^ costal or Baptist rather than the 
declining Free Churches) are 
equally worried by a Church 
that seems to take basic Biblical 
doctrines so lightly. Too often 
in the past individual denomin- 
ations have taken steps by them- 
selves which have badly hurt 


fellow Christians in other chur- 
ches. We have come so far on 
the road towards understanding. 
Hasty moves on what is clearly 
a fundamental issue to many can 
only do harm, and destroy so 
much that is good. 

An important part of this 
claim rests on the fact that we 
have always retained the ordain- 
ed ministry in its ancient form 
unlike many Reformation Chur- 
ches. Recently, they too, have 
become increasingly aware of 
the significance of an ordained 
ministry and of the service of 
Holy Communion. 

If we have any claim at all to 
leadership in the work of Chris- 
tian unity, it must be to show an 
ordained ministry that is true 
both to the Bible and the tradi- 
tion of the Church, that is un- 
tainted by the fears some 
Protestants have of Roman 
Catholicism, and that preserves 
unity without rigid uniformity. 
The ordination of women as 
priests does none of these things 
— quite the reverse! 

God’s way forward 

The prayer of Jesus that ail 
may be one is fundamental to the 
life of all Christians. It is impor- 
tant to make a clear distinction 
between believing in the ordina- 
tion of women and arguing for 
it (on the one hand), and trying 
to push through legislation that 
creates division. and dissension 
(on the other). 

Many people in favour of the 
ordination of women, and others 
who are not sure one way or the 
other, are coming to see that the 
way forward now must be by 
continued prayer and discussion, 
however frustrating this may be 
for some people. We all know 
how difficult it is to re-unite the 
church once divisions have oc- 
curred. Let us pray that this will 
not happen. 

Martin Flatman 


Further information 


Pamphlets and advice are available from the 
^ following: 

Church Union, 1 Tufton Street, London SWIP 3QN. Telephone: 
071 222 6952. 

Movement forthe Ordination of Women (MOW), Napier Hall, Hide 
Place, Vincent Street, London SWIP 4NJ. Telephone: 071 834 
2736. 

Oxford Diocese Section of MOW: The Revd Dr Susan Cole-King, 
Clock Cottage, Burcot, Oxford 0X14 3DW. 

Women against the Ordination of Women, Mrs Brown, Luckhurst, 
Mayfield, East Sussex TN20 6TY. (Oxford Diocese representative.) 


Priests (Ordination 
of Women) Measure 

What the Measure does: 

Lays down that it will be lawful for women to be 


ordained to the Priesthood but not to the Office of 



• Safeguards the position of existing Diocesan 
Bishops who may declare their unwillingness to or- 
dain women but this declaration would expire six 
months after such Bishops leave office and can not 
be invoked by their successors. 

• Safeguards the right of parishes and Cathedrals 
to vote not to accept the priestly ministry of 
women. 

• Protects those who have made a declaration not 
to accept the priestly ministry of women against 
prosecution under the Sex Discrimination Measure. 


Financial Provision 

This Measure makes provision for those Priests, 
Deacons, Deaconesses and Licensed Layworkers 
who will leave their ministry if women are ordained 
to the Priesthood in England. 


Further reading 


For women priests 

Biblical Headship and the Or- 
dination of Women, by Colin 
Craston, Grove Pastoral Series 
no 7. 

Call Accepted, by Rosemary 
Wakelin (MOW). Reflections 
on women’s ordination in the 
Free Churches. 

The Case for Women *s Ministry, 
by Ruth Edwards (SPCK). A 
balanced assessment of all the 
arguments. 

The New Eve in Christ by Mary 
Hayter. The use of the Bible in 
the debate (SPCK). 

A Part of Life by Alyson Peber- 
dy (MOW). A study of lay peo- 
ple’s response to women’s 
ministry in the Church of 
England. 

Split Image — Male and Female 
after God's Likeness, by Anne 
Atkins (H&S). An evangelical 
argues from a Biblical stand- 
point that men and women are 
equal, different and interdepen- 
dent. Helpful on St Paul. 

Women Priests edited by Alyson 
Peberdy (Marshall Pickering). 
Various Roman Catholics reflect 
on the issue. 


Against > 
women priests 

Man, Woman and Priesthood 
edited by James Tolhurst. Very 
useful collection of essays, 
documents and extensive 
bibliography for and against. 
Contribution^ by Graham 
Leonard, Mary Kenny et al. Not 
to be confused with an earlier 
helpful book of the same title by 
Peter Moore (Gracewing, 
£7.95). - 

Mulieris Dignitatem: Encyclical 
letter on the Dignity of Women 
(Catholic Truth Society, £2.50). 

Not Authorised: The C^cial 
Teaching of the Roman Cmhplic 
Church on the Ordination of 
Women by Gill Pinnock (A AM, 
50p). 

The Report of the Sydney 
Diocesan Doctrine Commission 
on the Ordination of Women to 
the Priesthood (AAM, 50p) and 
Twenty Questions on Women 's 
Ordination Answered. Both ex- 
press Evangelical viewpoints 
against the ordination of women 
(AAM, 50p). 

Taking Decisions on Church and 
Ministry by Christine Hall, John 
Halliburton and Geoffrey 


‘Unity 

‘‘What do other denomina- 
tions do?” 

PRACTICE varies at present. 
All the main Free Church 
denominations have women 
ministers, who do exactly the 
same things as the men, includ- 
ing blessing the sacrament. 

The official policy of the 
Roman Catholic Church is at 
present against women priests, 
but many individual members of 
that Church would like to see 
women in the priesthood and do 
whatever they can to work 
towards this. 

The Orthodox Churches have 
now started to have some dis- 
cussions on the issue, which is 
a hopeful step forward. 

‘‘Surely we don’t want to put 
anything in the way of unity?” 

The question of women priests 
is by no means the only difficul- 
ty in the way of unity. The 
Roman Catholic Church does 
not recognise the validity of the 
orders of even our men priests, 
and there are still many other 
disagreements. Our failure to 
ordain women as priests causes 
strains in our relationship with 
the Free Churches: if we accept 
them as part of the ‘One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church’ 
with us, then our relationship 
with them is important too. 

However, in spite of diffi- 
culties, at the official level talks 
do continue and at the local level 
Christians of different denomin- 
ations feel closer together than 
they used to even a few years 
ago. The Roman Catholic 
Church has decided to enter in- 
to the ‘Inter-Church Process’ 
alongside other denominations 
which ordain women to carry 
out priestly duties and this is a 
hopeful sign. 

‘‘What about the Anglican 
Communion?” 

Seven provinces now have 
women priests and there are 
over 1,5(X) of them altogether. 
Several other Provinces have 
agreed in principle. In the 
Episcopal Church of the USA 
1 13 dioceses out of 1 19 ordain 


Rowell (CLA, 1989, £1). 

Tradition and Change in the 
Church by Gareth Bennett 
(AAM, 50p). 

Women in the Priesthood: A 
Systematic Analysis in the Light 
of the Order of Creation and 
Redemption by Manfred Hauke 
(Ignatius Press, £19.85). 

The Church and Women edited 
by H. Moll (Ignatius Press, 
£11.36 and available from 
Veritas Book and Video 


women as priests and they are 
happily accepted. If women are 
priests, then ij follows that they 
can be chosen as bishops. We 
rejoice at the consecration as 
bishops of Barbara Harris in 
Massachusetts and Penny 
Jamieson in New Zealand and 
there will soon be others. 

‘‘But what about divisions 
within the Church of 
England?” 

Those ‘on the fringe’ readily ac- 
cept the idea of women priests 
and wonder what all the fuss is 
about. 

There is a minority of Church 
members who feel that they 
could never accept women 
priests. The legislation will in- 
clude provisions to ensure that 
their conscientious wishes will 
not be over-ridden. 

But the ever-increasing ma- 
jority of Church members who 
want women priests have cons- 
ciences too: they feel bound to 
follow what they see as a move- 
ment of the Holy Spirit in our 
time and are hurt by the 
slowness of the Church of 
England’s response. The 
minority have a duty to recog- 
nise and accept the mind of the 
Church, just as the majority 
have a duty to respect the con- 
sciences of those who disagree. 

Whatever happens in the next 
few years, we shall have to live 
with divisions. Can we not 
resolve to do so with mutual 
respect, generosity and love? 

It’s right 

Each part of the universal 
Church has the authority — and 
the responsibility — to act in the 
way that it believes the Holy 
Spirit is leading the whole 
Church. We know that mpst 
Church members want to see 
women ordained as priests. 

Ordinary people wonder what 
the problem is. Our women 
deacons are bearing great 
responsibilities, but they need 
priestly authority — to absolve 
sins and to consecrate the sacra- 
ment. Let us do what is RIGHT 
and let us do it now. 

Penny Naime 


Distribution Ltd, Lower 
Avenue, leamington Spa). 

The Association for the 
Apostolic Ministry (AAM) have 
produced a number of other 
pamphlets available from Faith 
House Bookshop, 7 Tufton 
Street, London SWl. 

Both viewpoints: 

The Last Bastion: Women 
Priests — the case for and 
against by Jenifer Chapman 
(Methuen). 
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